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UK: Major on European Defense, Relations With 
France 


BRI408141796 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
14 May % pp 45 


[interview with UK Pnme Minister John Major by 
Jacques Duplouich and FranzOlivier Gieshert; place 
and date not given: “John Major: Europe, France, 
Jacques and 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} [passage omitted] 


[LE FIGARO) As you said earher, you have excellent 
relauons with Jacgues Chirac. Is there a particular 
reason for this’ 


[Major] | like and appreciate Jacques Chirac. | thought 
he would be president of France long before election 
day. | hoped he would be. And I think he knew that 
I thought so. Our excellent relations are a matter of 
personal chemustry. I think he is a remarkable politician. 


[LE FIGARO] What has changed in bilateral relations 
between France and Great Britain since Mr. Chirac 
arrived at the Elysee [presidential palace]? 


[Major] France and Great Britain do not agree on 
everything’ Our two countries never have. Probably 
because they are the two most finicky nation states in 
Europe. So there will always be difficulties between us. 
Having said that, our relations are the best they have 
been in SO years 


[LE FIGARO) Is that good news for Europe” 
[Major] Of course’ It ts a lot better than if we disagreed. 


[LE FIGARO) Nevertheless, the news is good for 
Europe when France and Germany get along well. On 
the other hand, when the French and British agree, that 
is a bad sign for Burope 


[Major] Really’ That is an interesting French position. 
Honestly, | cannot beheve that good relations between 
France and Britain can harm Europe. People always 
think that this entente may have an impact on Germany. 
1 do not share this conviction. The French and British 
have very close relations on defense issues. We even 
cooperate more with France than with any other country 
in Europe, of probably in the world. We have a lot in 
common: Nuclear defense (the only ones in Europe), a 

seat on the Security Council, membership of 
the G-7, the list could go on' 


[LE FIGARO) Your analysis is not really shared by 
your country 


[Major] My country’ 
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{LE FIGARO] Yes. Can you explain why the British 
people so often demonstrate what one could call the 
hatred of France’ 


[Major] 1 do not think that is truc. No more truce than 
saying that the French hate the British when they burn 


thew sheep. 
[LE FIGARO] But the press... 


[Major] I sull do not agree’ Excuse me, but what does 
the press have to do with the real world” 


{LE FIGARQ)] There is no dou that the Brush travel 
to France, but that is to flee the fog and find the sun' 


[Major] Nonsense’ 


[LE FIGARO] Do you not believe in the lure of the 
south of France? 


{Major} Two and a half times as many British cross the 
English Channel as Frenchmen — despite the strong 
franc, which puts a lot of pressure on their wallets. The 
myth of a xenophobic Great Britain which detests the 
rest of Europe is totally ndiculous. Of course, we do 
not approve of all the policies followed by the EU. Of 
course, we disapprove of some of the measures jointly 
advocated by France and Germany. But is it mght for 
France, Germany, Italy, Spain, and Greece to accuse 
Great Britain of going its own way when they do exactly 
the same thing’ Since when has France failed to say that 
it would not fight for its interests or convictions? How 
many times have I heard Francois Mitterrand or Jacques 
explain to us that he was defending France's honor? If 
Margaret Thatcher or I use the same language, we are 
suddenly branded “bad Europeans.” What a joke' 


[LE FIGARO) Surely you are not going tc deny that 
you disagree with Jacques Chirac and most European 
officials on the single currency issuc. 


[Major] It ts a disagreement, not a dispute like the 
gentiemen — and sometimes even ladies — of the press 
clam. | worry about what the single currency could 
provoke in Europe if it were introduced too quickly 
My duty is to express these worrnes just as if 1s natural 
that other countnes cxpress their support. 


{LE FIGARO) Can you foresee a time when the pound 
will be able to rejoin the European Monetary System 
[EMS}’ 


[Major] No. We will not return to the EMS. It is not a 
question of “if of “perhaps.” The answer is no, under 
any circumstances 


[LE FIGARO) Did not Great Britain make a mistake 
when it left the EMS in 1993" 
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[Major] | would remind you that we did not leave it 
voluntarily. The circumstances meant that we did not 
really have a choice. 


(LE FIGARO) 


[Major] Great Britain joined the EMS because | thought 
it would allow us to control inflauon. Bul nu [EMS] 
changed. lt became a rigid tool whose aim was to lead 


Europe to a single currency. With the impact of the 
recession, the pound could no longer stay pegged to the 
EMS. That was a policy that was causing our country 


greal damage. 
[LE FIGARO] Should not inflation be fought’ 


[Major] Yes, but at what price. Are you sure that the 
20 million unemployed people in the EU are picased 
with the EMS" rigidity? Judging by the polls, the Froach 
and Germans are beginning to wonder about the single 
currency. 

{LE FIGARO] But they still support European integra- 
ion. 


2 you have no regrets? 


[Major] What do you mean by European integration 


[LE FIGARO] For example, a European defense system, 
a common foreign policy, and so on. 


{Major} Great Britain and France have the same con- 
ception of the common foreign policy. It must remain a 
consensus, not something voted on by a qualified mayjor- 
ity in the European Council. On this, our two countries 
will have the same position at the Intergovernmental 
Conference. 


[LE FIGARO) What about Germany’ 


[Major] | -annot answer for Germany. But | do know 
that Great Britain and France will fight for the same 
thing. This does not rule out very close cooperation 
between us. Just look at what our two countries did 
on the ground in Bosnia: The Briush were under French 
commend; the French were under British command. We 
could no. he any closer. 


[LE FIGARO] But you do not like the idea of a strong 
European defense. 


[Major] We have to know what is meant by that. If it 
means a defense system where the decisions are made 
by the European Council, then | would say no. If it is 
a defense constituted under the NATO umbrella then | 
would say yes. 


[LE FIGARO) Is that what you will say to Jacques 
Chirac” 


[Major] Jacques will not be surprised to hear me say 
that. He has long known my philosophy on this issue 
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[LE FIGARO] Could he change with regard to NATO” 


[Major] You have to ask him that. But it seems to me 
that he already has. 


[LE FIGARO) On this point, not everyone always 
understands what his posiuen ts. 


{Major} He is a very good politician. 


LE FIGARO] Should not Great Britain resign itself to 
accepting what is known as the Paris-Bonn axis, which 
is the driving force behind European integration? 


[Major] | am not both:.ed by the existence of the Pans- 
Bonn axis. Most of the problems which we have seen 
in Europe over the past 100 years have happened when 
France and Germany began fighting. | am always happy 
when I see that your two countries agree with cach 
other. That is a good thing for our conunent. Many of 
my colleagues in Evrope imagine that Great Britain is 
expecting a fresh schism between France and Germany 
which will end up breaking down what has been built 
up. That is pure fantasy' Why would Great Britain want 
that? 


[LE FIGARO) Because it ts anu-European. 


[Major] Really’? What is the greatest thing Europe has 
accomplished over the past 10 years? Surely the single 
market. That was a British idea, if | recall correctly. 
Which countnes contributed the most to the European 
effort in Bosnia? Great Britain and France, if my 
memory is correct. And we are supposed to be poor 
Europeans’ 


Just because we do not follow the path of imbecilic 
integration does not make us anti-European. We feel 
that we are good Europeans who speak on behalf of 
Europe. [passage omitted] 


UK: Bank Governor George Warns of Risks of 
Single Currency 

MS1505108196 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
in English 18 May 96 p 24 


[Report by Anne Segall: “Push for the Single Currency 
‘Could Put Europe at Risk’’} 


|FBIS Transcribed Text} Bank of England governor Ed- 
die George warned yesterday that a politically mouvated 
drive towards the carly introduction of a single currency 
in Europe could backfire if insufficient attention 1s paid 
to the economic risks 


Mr George's warning came yesterday as the chancellor 
Kenneth Clarke, delivered a powerfully pro-European 
speech in London, claiming that the political and 
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economic asguments for Europe were inextricably 
linked”. 


“When you consider Britain's future in Europe, you are 
considering Britain's economic and political well-being. 
The two are inextricably linked. he told the German- 
Britush chamber of industry and commerce 


From Italy, Mr George disagreed, ¢la.ming that the most 
important thing for Britain was to preserve the single 
European market and the free trade advantages that go 
with it. 


He went on: “You do not actually need monetary 
integration within Europe to derive substantial benefits 
from the single market, any more than you need 
monetary imtegraion with third countries to cernve 
substantial benefits from free trade with them. Mr 
George recently told a House of Commons select 
committee that his douhts over the feasibility of moving 
to a single currency by January 1999 have increased 
over the past year because of the problems posed by 
the slowdown in Europe. 


Yesterday, he said it was not enough for countries to 
achieve economic convergence betore a single currency 
is introduced. “My own concern ts as much about 
how — in conditions of extraordinanly high, and very 
different, levels of unemployment around Europe — we 
could be confident that convergence would be sustained, 
even if the convergence criteria are initially met 


High unemployment was not only the most important 
and urgent cconomic and social issue confronting us 
in Europe” but the one where in Mr George's view 
collective action was unlikely to be successful. It is now 
widely accepted that the European Jobs crisis has its 
roots in the structural failings of Europe's economies 
and that, given marked national divergences, the best 
way to tackle these on an individual country basis 
Mr George believes that, as European governments 
grapple with the problems of over-gencrous welfare 
systems, labour market rigiditics and high non-wage 
costs, their economies will react in different ways. If, 
by adopting a single currency they are unable to smooth 
the transition process hy using the fiscal and monetary 
levers currently available to them, economic tensions 
are likely to increase. That could lead to protectionsst 
pressures, demands for cash hand-outs trom Brussels 
and large population movements 


Mr George noted that the single currency project 
“has heen identified as a convenient lead ship im the 
convoy by those wishing to drive forward the political 
integration of Europe _ However, he warned that unless 
we ate confident that the economic conditions are 
favourable the convoy could be led into rough water 
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He rejects the plan being hatched in Europe for the 
cteavon of a mew ERM [Exchange Rate Mechanism), 
linking Currencies thal do not youn the single currency 
to the euro. He believes it would do little to discipline 
member countries. 


UK: Chancellor of Exchequer Clarke Interviewed 


LDI2Q08118096 London THE OBSERVER in English 
12 May 96 pit 


| Exclusive mterview with Kenneth Clarke, UK chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, by Will Hutton, Ben Laurance, 
and Wiliam Keegan on the anniversary of Clarke's ap- 
pomtment: Clarke Takes It on the Bounce | 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) (OBSERVER! Chancellor, 
what's going wrong’ 


{Kenneth Clarke} | don't think anything's going wrong 
I think the picture that's emerging clearly shows the 
recovery 1s strengthening again. Consumer demand is 
undouMedly picking up. The housing market 1s stirring 
Manutacturing 1s subdued but that’s mainly because 
of the slowdown in Continental markets, parucularly 
Germany. 1 remain convinced that the second half of 
1996, going on to 1997, is pomnp to sce a strong 
recovery. I see no dangers of inflahonary pressures 
threatening that at the moment. We're on course to hit 
our inflauion target 


The PSBR [Public Sector Borrowmg Rate! is the one 
thing on the policy front which is troubling. We have hit 
very ight spending targets. But our forecasts of revenue 
are senously out, and that has made the PSBR higher 
than | would wish. It makes a little more formidable our 
task of getting down to balance in the medium term. But 
that is the policy need, and that’s what I'm gorng to stick 
at. The markets by and large are taking it in thei stride 


{¢ IBSERVER)} Do you share wortes about consumer 
spending’ 


(Clarke} I'm certainly not that worned yet. It's possible 
to say: “By the end of this year this might hecome a 
traditional Consumer boom, which erther would have to 
be calmed down of do damage to the recovery” TH 
cross that bridge when I come to it. Consumer spending 
is 2 per cent up on a year ago This 1s not some tearaway 
consumer-led boom 


[OBSERVER] But where ts the investment’ 


[Clarke] The profitability of companies is good. There 
are NO great wage pressures. The companies that have 
come through the recession are in a good competitive 
position. Optimism ts quite high Investment outlook ts 
very promising 
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[OBSERVER] The investment figures have Deen stuck 
for five years and fallen as a proportion cf GDP during 
the recovery. 


{Clarke} | think in 1996 I'm going to be proved to be 
mgm about the housing market and investment. It just 
has started later than | expected 


{OBSERVER} Whva about the impact of the tax struc- 
ture on invesimer:.” 


[Clarke] We were looking ai whal the tax system did to 
influence distribution compared with retention of profits 
and so on. We decided to leave it alone. If in a recovery 
like this you do not get investment \o take off, then no 
doumM we'll return to look at what the tax system does. 


[OBSERVER] You used the word ‘troubling’ about the 
PSBR. 


[Clarke] Well it's trowbiing, but actually to be within 
three hillion of your budget forecast 1s not bad 


[OBSERVER] It's troubling for your budget plans” 


{Clarke} Sure. But most of the constraints I have put 
upon myself deliberately. | have used my own rhetoric 
to pvi constraints on myself and to try to pul constramts 
on the expectations of my colleagues. People are entitled 
to disagree with the fairly orthodox form of economic 
policy | follow. 


But | have set as a priority getting down the fiscal deficit. 
I have set as a priority achieving and sustaining low 
inflaion. I've worked to the inflation target Norman 
Lamont set, and extended it. And gone in for much 
more openness, preciscly to put myself in a bet of a 
Sstraitjacket. The more open you are about it, the more 
you protect yourself from the pressures of people saying, 
come on, relax a Mt. 


1 do full well know we're running up to an election 
The result is that people can sce policy set to achieve 
balance in the mechum term. This is the only way the 
Conservative Pafty can promise sustamablc recovery 
with, if you use my platform rhetoric no return to boom 
and bust. Tax cuts you can heheve in. Tax cuts that will 
last. 


So if the PSBR is coming in above my forecast you 
have to set policy accordingly. | think the perception 
is spreading that this is 4 severe constraint on my 
ability to go in for a traditional pre- clection tax cutting 
budget. | think people nowadays are more sophisticated 
than they were in the old days. I don't think that a 
good old-fashioned tax-cutting budget before an election 
brings you that many votes. People have had a pretty 
rough time over the recession, they want to know the 
Government is going to run the economy competently 
They very much like it that we try to cut taxes but they 
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have realistic ambuons. The PSBR is what anybody 
with any common sense should look to when trying to 
judge what room there 1s in this year's budget 


(OBSERVER) By setting the straithacket you are ad- 
dressing your backbench colleagues. particularly those 
on the Right’ 


[Clarke] I address everybody. It sounds like a preat 
shower of cold water. You know my temperament 
is not naturally gloomy. | never saw myself as a 
nghtwing version of Stafford Cripps. | am extremely 
optuumistiic about the outlook for the cconemy. I've 
persisied to try to get people used to the idea that 
straightforward Conservative cconomics can create a 
successful immdustrial cconomy that will deliver the 
goods. And I try to deliver the message im as bouncy 
and jaunty a fashion as possible. Those who helheve if 1 
took a penny off income tax we mught just about have a 
photo-finish to the election, and with tuppence off we'd 
have a bit of a working majority, and with threepence 
off we'd have a working majority, | think are treating 
the British public as idiots 


[OBSERVER] In that case, do you sce yoursell as a 
right-wing version of Beveridge on the weltare state’ 


I'd be very flattered if anybody ever thought me that 
The whole country is now seized with the fecling that 
the welfare state has to be reformed in some way, to be 
made affordable. | do find that interesting but I don't 
think we should be panicked into doing things which 
would damage the welfare state 


A modern European state requires a strong weltare 
State to mreae people's willingness to accept change 
We've got things under better contre! in terms of 
affordamility now than we had 10) years ago, so the need 
for pam 1s rather less than 1) was. The changes we 
made to improve the performance and the outputs of 
the public service were overduc 


WE MUST ensure that everybody has the care they 
require without taking away incentives from people who 
have made provision for themscives. There's a lot more 
to be done to make sure we have a social security 
system that ts a proper safety net, has proper moentives 
to personal responsiMility, and is atforuabiec 


I do object to the American-type New Right who wish 
to sweep half of away, or where | see Frank Field 
taking the Labour Party. (Prank) has long been the 
most interesting man on the Left on the weitare state 
He produces ideas whereas the Labour Front Bench 
produces flanne!, thinking the unthinkatc when we ae 
not allowed to know what the thoughts arc woolly 
stuff, But with the greatest respect | think Prank is on 
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do~ger of leading them all to a great extension of state- 
controlled imsurance. 


The idea of massive extensions of the principle of 
compulsory insurance, imposed on the person who pays. 
taking « out of his or her income, producing benefits 
whose shape ts determrned by the state, 1s not a direction 
I find attractive. 


Chris Smith at umes makes noses about cutti . sown 
and not spending more on the welfare siate. It does 
sound awfully as though he ma‘es mghi-wing and 
responsible nowes about not just adding to public 
expenditure whilst embracing ideas that would lead to 
a huge extension in the amount the Government can 
order the individual to hand over out of his own pocket 
— the benefits which the state said had to be designed 
this way for you and your family. That is going back to 
enlargement of state management of the welfare state. 
That is not my approach. 


{OBSERVER} Would you cut child benefit or withdraw 
child benefit from 16- to 18-year-olds” 


[Clarke] Child benefit 1s the best system thal we've’ oon 
able to devise so far for recognizing the responsi. .ues 
for famulies in a reasonably fair way. 


{OBSERVER} So child benefit is safe in your hands” 


[Clarke] Well, | do not want to box myself in. I 
don't think you can ever have a system which ignores 
the fact that if you have children, you have different 
responsitilities to other people. | do find child benefa 
for 16- to 18-year-olds the most extraordinary place to 
go to raid for money to finance things that are supposed 
to be helping youth traiming. Just to take away child 
benefit for that age, with nothing proposed to replace 


it, hots the average person with teenage children, who 
decide to say on in education 


1 think Gordon [Brown) has come out with a peculiar 


proposal and has run in to highly predictable flak. It's 
really quite significant. You lose $64 pounds Sterling if 
your child stays on into th» sixth form. Aod then they try 
to retreat from it — traditional Labour stuff about ‘ah 
well, this includes people whose children are attending 


expensive public schools’. Perhaps they could afford 1 
— they're the people least affected. 


Ancther S60 quid isn't too bad for someone who's 
sending their child to Eton. Unfortunately, it's 560 quid 
for the person on helow- average carnings, whose child 
just happens to want to stay on at school of college 
To say that this is a splendid way of ransing money. 


supposedly to improve youth opportunities is, T think a 
serous mistake 
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(OBSERVER) Is redistribution a key clement im con- 
structing the welfare state’ 


{Clarke} | think the structure is to provide a basic safety 
net, whereby you do not allow anybody, or any family, 
to drop below the best civilized standards you can 
reasonably afford. At the same time, the welfare state 
should encourage and support people who wish to move 
from dependency into work and personal responsitlity 
and improve the postion of thei family. 


Straightforward redistribution, ust regarding the welfare 
State as a way of taxing the mch in order to hand out to 
the disadvantaged poor, | think, is going out of fashion 
quite nightly, very rapidly. 


‘ven on the Left, people are accepting that that can 
casily result in the position where it has damaging 
effects on the economy because of its disincentive 
effects and damaging effects on the poor by encouraging 
a culture of dependency. 


So I don't look at the welfare state as an instrument 
of redistribution. | look at it as an instrument providing 
a sense of security and a sense of decency in society 
in that people who are disadvaniaged, unlucky, are 
provided with the basic means of support, and the 
system also supports the efforts of people to get back 
on thei feet and support themse!ves and thew families. 


{OBSERVER] Do you portray yourself as a sturdier 
defender of it than say the Labour front benches, Mr 
Brown and Mr Blair’ 


{Clarke] | think they've got themselves into a muddic. 
Tony Bla and Gordon Brown have got absolutely 
carned away by the need to cultivate the City and the 
middie classes. They're desperately going around trying 
to sound more orthodox than me. 


For Labour politicians, that leads to them saying rather 
silly things on the welfare state. They don't have any 
alternatives, as far as | can sec, worked out to the old 
model which the Labour Party loved and relied on, and I 
think every time they try to put some flesh on the bones, 
Gordon Brown causes absolute pani among his own 
hack henchers. | really do not pick up from Smuth or 
Brown a clear picture of precisely what the devil they're 
dog apart from just telling everybody that they're not 
going to put up taxes and it's not going to cost any 
more. 


(OBSERVER) You are prepared to defend a progressive 
taxation system im order to mamta this welfare state 
structure, which you have just said we shouldn't he 
panicked about’ 
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[Clarke] | wasn't using this imterview to give out 
detailed new social security proposals. | am im favour 
of progressive taxabon, much simplified and reduced. 


As far as the welfare state 1s concerned, greatly in-prov- 
ing the outputs of the public services: as fat as the social 
security system 1s concerned, we have made a whole bot 
of changes, largely improved targeting. to produce a sit- 
uation where the social security budget 1s growing more 
slowly than the growth of the cconomy as a whole. 


My approach ts rather a dynamic approach. | do believe 
in enlightened social reform. | think we are changing 
things in a desirable direction much much more than 


most people appreciatc, including, | suspect, half of our 
people in Parhament 


(OBSER VER] Is the Conservative Party going to spin 
after the election” 


{Clarke| First, 'm a believer in the party system. I thonk 
the Conservative Party is the most successful political 
party in western democracy. Its strength has always been 
its ability to hold itself together, mesh various traditions 
i one party and effectively apply that to government. 


What | do ts continually keep applying myself to 
atiempts to agree a consistent policy to which we will 
stick. | have taken part in discussions which produced 
4 positon on the single currency which is exactly the 
position we put in the last manifesto when it caused no 
difficulties: we got ourselves clected 


I've taken part in discussions to agree on the circum. 
stances in which we would have a referendum, if we 
went abead with a single currency, in the next Parlia- 
ment 


I took part in the discussions which led to the white pa- 
per on the IGC [Intergovernmental Conference), which 
covers most aspects of Europe, and is the most compre- 
hensive policy document any major party has produced 
on Europe since the election 


If the Conservative Party does not adhere to that agreed 
policy, which the entre Cabinet has agreed to, by 


the ordinary political process and without too much 
difficulty, thea we will do ourselves harm 


ht ts plainly undesira ec that one of two of our colleagues 
sull steer off, on (hor own initiative trying to get out of 
that perfectly gencrows policy framework. It's ndiculous 
to Dunk you can change policies we have now settled 
upon. Those who contunue to tink more pressure will 
get us to change are downg themecives harm if they oe 
hoping to get re-elected as Conservatives as much w 
they are harmung the party 
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(OBSERVER) Is ut truc you sand that members of your 
party regard Euroscepticosm and Reaganomas a the 
answer to everything’ 


[Clarke] The extemes of Eurosepicism and 
Reaganomcs we two of the major dangers facing 
right of centre British politics. But | think the bes 
answer to them both 1s to have a coherent set of policies 
on Britain's piace in the union of nation states and a 
coherent sct of pohoes on how to praduce a modern 
enterprise economy. That 1s what | concentrate on 


UK: Shadow Chancellor on Labour's Economic 
Polictes 


MS1S0S095206 London THE TIMES in English 
1S May % pi8 


[Arucle by Gordon Brown, Shadow Chancellor 
‘Labour Must Make Them Work} 


|FBIS Transcribed Text) Tough chones are essential 
1 Labour is to solve one of the hardest social and 
economic protiems of all: the criss in education and 
employment faced by Britain's young people 

Six hundred thousand young people are out of work 
A third of teenagers leave schoo! without Pasi quab- 
fications. A smaller proportion of 16 and 17-year-olds 
are in full-tome education than any OECD country save 
Turkey. And 60 per cent of our crime ts commuted 
by people under 25. So we face nothing less than the 
waste of a gencration — not yust of the gaunt, defeated 
young people begging im the strects, Put less visihly, 
though no less wastefully, the hundreds of thousands of 
young people still living at home who have never had 
the chance to work and build the own lives — young 
people feching they are going nowhere 


The vision of a one-nation sacuety and a stakeholding 
Britain can only he mate meaningful for these excluded 
young people if we face up to the linked protMems of 
education and employment. And we cannot prevent the 
vicious cycle of low skills, unemployment and poverty 
repeating itself from one generation to another uniess we 
act now. If we do not, we face growing social division 


Today, David Blunkett, Jack Straw, Chrms Seth and 
1 will show that we can solve the proMiem. But the 
solution will require tough chowes about our pulix 
spending prorities. For all of us will suffer if we fal 
to act and continue to pay the costs of falure an 
estimated ten Millon pounds im the cost of crime and 


anempioyment 

Creatng opportumbes in cducavon and work for mil- 
ons of young people 1 Labour's goal ft wall he the 
pronty for Labour's first Budget on government, a Bud. 
get for hope 





pk vt ple ne fe oe 
 protihvted werthowt permaacn of the copynght owners 











1S May 1996 


Our objectives are clear. Every young person should 
a shall and a qualification. Everyone under 2° 
not in full-ome education should have work and 
. This 1s why we have launched Labour's new 
the under-2 5s. 


1 


2 
3 


. in our immer cities, 25 per cent of young 
of work. That 1s why, in order to start tack- 
of youth and long-term unemployment, 
announced a windfall levy on the cacess 
of our utilities, so thal every young person who 
out of work for more than six months will 
and traming opportunities The unfair profits 
utilites should be put to work to offer a far 
the unemployed. But our emphasis on nghis- 
-fesponsimlities will ensure that the moncy will he 
properly spent. We will provide a choice of four options 


for young unemployed people, but staying at home on 
full benefit will not he one of then 


153553 
aH 


a = 
25 


ment prospects and carnings. Yet only 64 per cent have 
a stall to NVQ [National Vocational Qualification] level 
2. The Government's aim is 85 per cent. Our am will 
be to put 100 per cent of young people on the road to 
a qualification 


This ts why David Blunkett will today announce the end 
of Youth Traming, and its replacement by Target 2000. 
Currently, less than half of Youth Traming participants 
finish thew courses. This ts not the best way to spend 
S00 millon pounds, and Labour will do better, We 
will also ensure thal every young person im work 
receives training. This is the difference between Labours 
Statuluty approach to traming at work and the Tones’ 


voluntary approach. 


Third, Labour will make the battle against crime a cen- 
tral clement of a new deal for the under-25s. Jack Straw 
will today suggest a new arm of Labour's Environmen- 
tal Task Force, so that we can chgage the energies of 
young peaple in improving them neighbourhoods 


Most importantly we cannot solve thes crisis if so many 
young people continue to waste ther school years and 
leave @ 16 without qualifications. Arita has one of 
the lowest staying-on rates in higher education of all 
the major industrial countries 


Cnt pubic spending review for the post- 16s 1s designed 
to Use CRisting resources Heticr so we can imcrease the 
SMaying-on rate at school and college We will review 
all post-16 spending — grants. fees. joans. educational 
maintenance allowance. discretionary grants and child 
benefit, As | sand two weeks ago. one option is to 
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upgrade child benctit to national educational allow ances 
for those who need them. 


Labour's plan ts nothing less than a radical rodistribu- 
thon of public cxpenditure in favour of pots and educa- 
tion. We will use the proceeds of the utilities windfall 
levy, a reallocation of the S00 million pounds spend on 
Youth Traimng to Target 2000 and the use of 150 mul- 
hon pounds of eantine Tramng and Enterprise Council 
funds, which will be redirected to a million individual 
learning accounts, worth 150 pounds cach 


Our new campaign gives the lie to Tory critics who say 
that Labour is removing benefits for youngsters after 
16 without announcing anything im thew place. But 1 
also shows that Labour is willing to make the chonces 
necessary to tackle the cris of a lost generation 


UK: Sina Fein’s Martin McGuinness Interviewed 


LD1 35150896 London ITV Television Network 
in English 1210 GMT 12 May % 


[Studio interview with Sinn Fein chic! negotiator Martin 
McGuinness by Jonathan Dimbeby, from the Jonathan 


Dimbleby program — live] 


[PBIS Transcribed Text) [DimMehy] Is there any jus- 
tification you can offer for the bombing campaign in 
London that the IRA relaunched” 


{McGuinness} Well, it ts not my job to offer any 
justification for that. It is my job as a Republican 
politician to do everything in my power to bring an 
end all conflict, not pust in Ireland, but in Britain also 
I do not want to see bombs in London, | do not want 
to see people killed in Ircland, | want to sce an end 
to injustice, | want the British Government to face up 
to its respomsiMilities And those responsibilities clearly 
ae that a should move as a matter of urgency to put 
in place meaningful negotiations which will resolve all 
of the very difficult issues af the heart of the conflict 
1 think over the course of recent years Sinn Fem has 
clearly proven its interest in a peace settlement, and | 
think that we have played a major role with others in 
laying down the potential for that to happen 


[Dimeby| You say it ts not your poh to pustify, but do 
you find i pustifiaMe, yoursel!, as Martin McGuinness’ 


[McGuinness| Well, | want an end to all confhe, | 
don't want to see bombs in London, whenever the hombh 
exploded at Canary Whart, | was devastated by that 
and nobody recogmzes the suffering of the people who 
died in that bomb more than repuPiicans do | mean 
the death of Enan Bashir and John Jefines were trapn 
— they were needless in my opemon | think that all 
of the could have been avonded. a could have also 
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heen the death of Edward ( Bren im the bomb of the 


[Dimbleby] You say that 4 1s not your job to pustfy 
In the past, when you were also a semior figure in Sinn 
Fein, you said. for instance: Our position is clea and 
a will never, sewer. never charge: The war agains 
British rule meist Continue unul freedom us atneved 
Do you beheve as you used to heheve that the IRA 
sull comtinumg, as you have often sd mm the past, a 


legitimate armed struggle of not’ 


[McGuinness} Well, my positon is quite clear Many 
things were said in the past, by many poopic 


[DimiMeby, interrupting | Including yourself 


[McOuinness] Adsolutely, by everyhody, and we have 
heen through — all of us, | conclude — 25 years of 
bell. in which many people have lost lowed ones, hearts 
have been twoken, there are tears like rivers, all over 
the place, not pust in Ircland, but in London aw well 
And some ume ago — as, | think, a lot of thinking 
that -vent into the initiation of this process from within 
Repubiicaniwm clearly showel — particularly im the 
production of our document towards a lasting peace 
m ircland in 1992 — that tt actually was possible 
to lay down the foundation stones for a viatic peace 
process. OF course, we did this at a tome whenever 
our developments were taking Slace and other conflicts 
throughout the world, such « South Africa and im 
the Middic East, and | think that we actually moved 
decisively to convince many people in Ireland that what 
was required was a inclusive peace process to tackle 
all of the difficult issues at the heart of the conflict, 
and when the British Government signed along with 
the Dubin government the Dowmng Sweet declaration, 
they said that one of the major tasks faceng the British 
and irish people was to address and resolve the causes 
of conflict. Unfortunately im the course of 18 months, 
whenever there was an IRA cessation, we actually did 
not have one word of negotiation and that ts the greatest 


ropgedy of all 


[Dumeby| Now given that, and the fact that you Mame 
the British Government, do you regard the renewed 
homPung campaign as an effective tactic You ate a 
strategie person, do you regard it as an effective tacth 
wat’ 


[McGrnnness| | want to see tf stopped 


[Dimeby, interrupting) | know. Does that mean you 
think it «s weffective of effective’ 
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[McGuinacss} No. What « actually meam m that I ao 
a Repubiican poltician am allccted by the fact tha 
there have been bom mm Londen, that these Poms 
have occurred as a fesult of the talere of the Broush 
Goveramem to hecome whotche atedly involved on the 


peace process 
[DumiMeby] Is the respomse effective mm your view ’ 
[McGuinness] Well, that 4 matter of opemon’ 


[Dumbleby, omerrupting| I know | am asking yours You 
ate fet Ciactly an rmugnith ant fellow 


(McGuinness) Well, | have beard journalists on Bretamn 
and | have heard beading politicians say that the only 
feason that the date was given for all-patty peace 
negotiahom to hegm on June 10th was heocauee the 
IRA exploded a bormb> at Canary What | think that 
is an aMotute Wagedy. and a damning indictment of the 
Britis’ Prime Minister Jotin Major 


[DumMeby. interrupting) But do you share that view 
it ts a VeTy ump very direct question — you oPviously 
have a View of whether of got us of went eflective’ 


[McCrnaness| You My view, my view is that the most 
efiective means of moving forward tor all of us, us for 
all of ws at long last to go to the negotiating tac, to 
tackle all the moues at the heart of the conflict, meucs 
of impustice, dia remnation. demal of freedoms im the 
north of iteland, to bring an end to all of that, resolve 
the neues, and then mm downg so take away the reasom 
why people resort to armed ferce Those ae the rules 
of comthet resolution 


(Damehy) Now let me quote this to you Most people 
in Ireland would accept that the Large bomb cuplosons 
m Londen have inflicted grievous Mows against the 
Brush estatinhment You will know these words. 
hecause they are your words last year Do you take the 
view that they have inflicted grievous Mows agamnet the 
British estabishment ' 


(McGuinness}| Well, | thunk Poms anywhere mnfhct 
Hows not just against the Brith estahiishment, but 
hors in Ireland. shootings in Ireland inflat great Mows 
on communities there And what we haveto do what 
we have to do, and | mean the difficulties im these types 
of defates and conversations i that you can throw up 
quotes mght, left, and center 


[Dumbleby, interrupting) Well, you live by words, | 
thought, not hy hom. 


McGuinness} Well, | could throw up quotes also. 
hut that really % fot goung to resolve the protiem, 
Jonathan What is goung to resolve the protiem is all 
of the partes coming to the negotiating tahic without 
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Proo.< crs and tetag down, for the fret me on many 
generations, and hawng a real and scnows Gmcuson, 
prepared to lisicn to one another shout bow we move 
forward. Now over the course of reoeni years we have 
seen people bke Bishop Austin Baker of Salsbury, the 
Archtushop of Canterbury 'weself, George Carey, and 
recently the rector of Liwere sol, Nachotas Prealing. all 
clearly say Ghat Britavn’s cole oo Ivcland has been over 
the centuries one of ody donna. | tunk that a 
took tremendous (at, for these people to say that I 
thunk many poopie + fc) and — and | thonk that thus 1s 
very important — are oa Vg for the day when a British 
prime munisier will Gee “4 ¢ @ » 2 and the decency to 
stand up and say that the: cree with those sentiments. 
When we get that. and i teak we can get ut at the 
negotiating tabic. we & |) then have af opportunity to 
move forward std of course the rest of us, who also have 
heen involved in this Cont.t, also have a respomsiulity 
to stand up and say we have all inflicted burt on one 
another and i is now time to Pring it all to an end, ma 
just and honest way 


[Dimiehy| I've got that, let's now come to where we 
ae tow. You sad many people in Northern Ircland 
— m Weland — we waiting to bear a British prime 
moniter utter apologies of ome kind of another A 
great many people in Ircland and a great many people 
here, including the Britwsh Gowernment and the Iriwh 
Government, have called on the IRA to have 4 cease- 
fire, and have saw that you will not he allowed inte 
talks unl then That is the postion of those two 
governments. What. if anything. would induce the IRA. 
im your view, to call off the Pomtung and to say the 
cease-fire 1% once More in place’ 


[McGurness} Well, first of all, we have to recognize 
that the comPuncd efforts of many peop’ im Ireland 
brought about a situation in August 1994 6... the IRA 
ded call a cease-fire. The Britesh Goverame 4 did not 
cupect it 


[Dimieby. emterrupting) But you have already heen 
Unrough Unis 

(McGuinness) But this is very emportant: The Unionists 
did wot cupect that, and as a result of that there came 
a groundswell of feeling im Ireland — and | think 
was shared hy many neoplc on Britain also — that here 
we had heen presented with a wonderful opportunity 
to tackle all of the teeues at the beat of the contlact, 
nothing happened 


[Dimeby, interrupting] Whath =. happen now’ 


[McGurnness| We have. for caample. we have Irie 
prisoners, Ineh political prisoners on British prisons 


[DamMeby. interrupting) Convicted terrorits 
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(McGurmness) lastead of being weated more tarly hy 
the Brush estaDinshment in a eee ctustion. cated 
to one of most vindictive regimes, and of cou we 
saw the treatment of Paddy Kelly wth wae quite 


dngracctul 


[DimiNeby, imerrupung) We could go unto history if you 
want to — bul my question, which ts what's important 
to these talks’ 


[McGuimness} We are comung to that, we we comung to 
that 


([Dimichy| We will come to that nght sow 


[McGurnness} Well, what ts required © the Piret of 
all, | have been one of those people within Sinn Fem 
who long before the first IRA cease-fire, as 4 result 
of ducussons with peaple involved m other contact 
rosolubon situation throughout the world. like South 
Afruxa. for crample —people involved m the ANC 
agreed that if we were to have meanmngtul peacctul 
negotiations to tackle all of the issues at the heat of the 
confhet 1. beland then was aolutcly essential that 
those negotiat...« take place in a peaceful atmosphere. 
im a peaceful environment. | am asolutely passionate 
about that, if there ave to be real and meaningtul peace 
negotiations — and that is a hig question —— heginning 
on June 10th, then | am passionately of the oprmon 
that they must — that they must take place alo om a 
peaceful aimowphere. and thal means sccurmg a second 
IRA cease-fire 


|[Dumtehy| And what would lead you to say to the IRA 
| themk that Lac prospect for proper talks are in place and 
i themk the tome ts night now to wave the cease-fire What 
would induce you to try and exercise yout responwlity 
im that respect’ 


[McGumness} Well, | think what « would take 
something that we have not seen for the past two years 
For example, | think one of the Mggest tragedies of the 
IS-month cessation was that the Brush Prime Miniter 
John Major was not prepared to speak to Gerry Adams 
| thought that would have heen a very. very important 
development | think that would have Proadened Mr 
Major's honzons 


(DimMeby, interrupting) Are you saying that the IRA 
might call tt off of the prime moniter were now to say 


McGuinness, interrupting} What | thonk has io happen 
is that the British prime moniter needs to address the 
IRA. the British prome menister noeds to tell the IRA 
and the Republican people of the north, the nationalist 
people of the north, the Unionists, all the people of 
Ireland. and the people of Britain, that what ae poung to 
hegin on June 11th ae gorng to he real and meaningtul 
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peace acgotiaboms, and that there are goung to he fo 
obstacles allowed to the development of thal process 
For example in ireland many people Nebeve that what 
is actually gong to happen is thal we we poung to mow 
forward, and one Gung you can rest assured of, we will 
be there on the 10th of June, we will be there secking 
admussion to the negotiating tabic 


McGuinness} The fear ts that wo will go to the talks 
on June 10th and we will sce 4 wtustion where the 
Umomsts and the Brinh Goverament will on June 10th 
Pop up as an obstacle, what you and I talked about for an 
hour last year again. what 1s alled the dec ommussnoning 
issuc, of what is seen mm ireland the Briteh demand 
for the surrender of the IRA I thenk tha would he 
disastrous 


absolutely 
[Dimieby} Right. now if the Insh Foreign Monster 
Dick Spring has a proposition which be has advanced 
talks about decommissioning should happen in 
paralicl trom the star of talks, but the other mses, 
what you describe as the meamngful meucs, would he 
discussed separately from those talks now if the British 
Goverament were to say: We like that wea. at the same 
ume as saying and indicating — | am sure they Peheve 
| wmagine they believe — that they want meaningful 
talks, would that he the bend of tag that would allow 
you to say, yes, that is a good wen. and the IRA. I can 
believe, would call a cease-fire rather than carrying on 


with the hombing ’ 


[McGuinness| Well, 1 thenk that Dick Spring has played 
4 Very important role in the contest of the overall peace 
fwocess, and im the contest of De decommencameg 
debate, and otwiously be has made quite clear 
that be did not what to se 4 situaton where the 


decommussiomang issuc was Heing used Py anyone 


[Damieby, interrupung) You we not answering the 
questions directly. you are making the pounts you want 
to make. Now answer this one directly Are you on for 
the Dick Spring proposal’ 


[McGuwenness} Well, | thenk it noeds to Ne examined and 
aceds to he cuptered. and | find i mest interesting that 
Mo Mowlam was prepared to detach Perself from the 
Brush Goverament attitude 


(Dembiehy interrupung) What's your attitude you ate 
the cue! segotiator. vou are a very semor Repurinan 
figure. now whal & your wew on thie’ 


[McGuenness} My view is that we need to approah 
feae Segotiations in Ireland. and the difficult isu of 
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resolving all of the courses of comflct m Incland, and 
the neue of taking the gun out of Irwh polsacs, wich n 
from Sinn Fean's pom of wew what i ts all about, act 
just the IRA's guns but the guns of the Britwh Army. the 
RUC |Royal Ulster Constabulay |, and the loyalest death 
squads. So I think what we nood is called an tealota 
approach to all of that. We all need to recognize that 
unless we resolve the meuce af the bear of the conflict, 
and at the same me work to take the gun cut of Irish 
politcs[pauses| Dick Spring's suggestion may he a 
utul contriPution to all of thal 


[Dummchy} Dick Spring's suggestion may “ 4 usctul 
comnbuben, Now can | draw the comleven trom 
that of not hecause people care here whether of 
nt the IRA is gong to do mother Conary Whart, 
more mxemn peame killed | Dick Sprong’s useful 
suggestion hecame an agreed policy. and if ender those 
corcumetances it was clear that Ux Branh Government 
im your cyes, wanted to have sulstantive talks. would 
you then say to the IRA for heaven's sake, ves. let's 
have the cease-fire, would that he what you would «ant 
to say’ 


[McoGuinness| | want a cease-fire, | want a cease-fire 
as desperately as anybody, hut what I am saying 
you « that | thnk tht can te hewt atoeved if we 
Can get a very cleat wnamhiguous statement trom the 
British prime menister, stating that what ts to hegin on 
June 10th are real meamngrul peace pegotiatiom. that 
the decommssonmg meuc ts fot goung to hecome an 
ometacte, and the Unionists are not goung to he allowed 
to play the reels of hogy [as beard) woth all ws, a they 
have dome for some comaderaMc tome If the Briteeh 
Government ae prepared to say that, and if the Britsh 
Government are prepared to accept the reality that the 
Jecomasmonmng meue is fot gorng to We resolved that 
castly. Put has to he lenked to the resoduton of the . auses 
of the conflict on Ireland, if we can pot that, then | thenk 
that we can go again to the IRA an attempt to perwuade 
them | thonk that the important thong i that I actually 
heheve that the IRA ae oper to pereuasion, | thnk 
that the IRA when they called thew cease-fire pn August 
1994 which they mamtaned for sone 18 months clea! 
showed ther senousness and thet omemtiment to the 
search tor a tesoluten of the conflat m Ireland and 
1 themk that ot has to Ne cand alee (hat many people 
Ireland and on Britain appreciate that reality 


[Domehy| Now, you hawe sad eo fa that you de net 
condemn the violence. you sad you want the .cac 
fre. and. of | have enderetond you correctly. vou we 
saving the TRA may he on fot a cease-fire if the Broth 
Ceowerament can do what you have sand. wha h mc bodes 
making clea the decommewonng can he conducted 
woder Sprong-tke terms. apd fot a part of the rew 
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of the talks — whether that will be picked up or not 
we do not know. Let us for the moment assume thal 
there 1s a cease-fire —- a Dig assumption — thal you are 
permitied to enter talks, you are commutted absolutely 
then to the principles of nonviolence as stated in the 
Senator Mitchell proposals, his so-called six principles, 
unequivocally committed to those six principles? 


{McGuinness} This 1s the Mitchell report which was 
rejected within hours of its publication by the British 
Prime Minister John Mayor... 


(Dimbleby, interrupung) Let's not keep revisiting his- 
tory, because we do not have ume... 


(McGuinness, interruptung)] We must place this debate 
and this discussion in its proper context. The reality 1s 
that the Mitchell report was binned wholesale by the 
British prime minister within hours of its publication, 
and what has happened since the British prime m «ister 
has scavenged around looking for those bites of the 
Mitchell report which suit his needs. For example, it 
was the Mitchell report which made the British prime 
minister’ for what called the elective process, which 
Mitchel’ had to be broadly supported, which clearly 
1S not, supported in Ireland. 


{Dimbleby} You do not have to, with respect, have to 
answer iny questions directly... 


(McGuinness, interrupting} I do wish to answer the 
questions, and | do attempt to answer them. 


[Dimbleby] People will observe when you do, and when 
you do not answer my direct and — quote — clear 
questions, | hope clear questions, let me ask i again, 
bul if more specific terms... 


{McGuinness, interrupung}| Let me stop you, because 
mother question you are going to ask...[pauses] The re- 
ality 1s whenever the Mitchell report was published Sinn 
Fein said it was prepared t\) ome to Michell construc- 
tively an’ naginatively. That is still our position, and 
I can assure you that the Mitchell report will present 
no obstacle whatsoever for Sinn Fein. For example, re- 
cently in a debate with GCD [expansion not given) with 
Michael Ancram, Michael Ancram said more or less to 
the students that the reason the British Government did 
not accept Mitchell was because they believe that the 
Mitchell principles were well within the range of a Sinn 
Fein rhetoric. 


[Dimbichy, interrupting} You accept, you accept the 
Mitchell principles — which include the fourth princi- 
ple, just for those who do not know it — that you would 
oppose any effort by others to use force. or threaten to 
use force to influence the course, the outcome of all- 
party talks, you accept that, | take that as read. Now if 
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you accept that are you also ready to stay at the table, 
if you get there, for as iong as i takes, either to get a 
settlement, or for the parties to agree that no deals are 
possible, are you prepared to “ommiut yourself to that? 


{McGuinness} Sinn Fein is absolutely prepared to com- 
mit itself to go to the negotiating table, on the back of 
our belief that there has to be a democratic settlement, 
that all of the parties have to be exclusively committed 
to peaceful means. 


[Dimbleby, interrupting) And stay there? 
{McGuinness} Well, absolutely, that is our job... 


[Dimbleby, interrupung]} For as long as 1 takes, for as 
long as it takes’ 


{McGuinness} Well, | think we have to be sensible about 
this, we have also said that free and meaningful peace 
negotiations are to take Nlace, they need to take place 
within an agreed time frame. Now obviously i would 
be ludicrous to say to people: We are going to the 
negotiating table and this will take as long as it takes 
and — of course the Unionists who have been behaving 
very negatively in all of this will attempt to stretch that 
out forever — we believe there needs to be an agreed 
tume frame. I think that many people in Ireland and in 
Britain would accept for example that a ime period say 
between six and nine months will be quite reasonable, 
to expect all of the politicians and the two governments 
to tackle all of the issues at the heart of the conflict. 


[Dimbledy] So if you do not get an agreed tne frame, 
and if the talks are not meaningful in your terms, you 
reserve the right to say sorry and walk out again and 
hack to saying amguously [as heard] it 1s a legitimate 
armed struggle’ 


{McGuinness} No, we're not saying that at all. What... 


[Dimbleby, interrupung] That's what | draw from what 
you have just said 


{McGuinness} That is what you are saying. Please listen 
to what | am saying. | am saying Sinn Fein is prepared 
to go to the negotiating tabic.... 


{[Dimbleby, interrupting} And to pull out if you do not 
like it, if it's not — quote — meaningful’ 


{McGuinness} Well, | mean, all of the parties can puil 
out if they do not like ut. But we are committed to 
involving ourselves in an honest debate and discussion, 
about all of the issues at the heart of conflict. We believe 
that can sensibly be achieved within a sia- to nine- 
month time frame. | believe that there are partics to 
this negotiation, if and when they begin, who actually 
agre: with that analysis 
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[Dimbieby] And of course if you cannot get a settle- 
ment, in six and nine months, and the IRA were then to 
resume its Campaign of terror, would you at that point 
suspend your open opposition to violence from wher- 
ever it comes, or would you go on saying o the IRA at 
that point, that is wrong, or will you never say that? 


(McGuinness} What we are saying, what we are saying, 
is that all of the parties have to recognize that the 
responsibility for resolving tus conflict lies within, 
and whenever the IRA cease-fire was achieved al 
the beginning | was always of the view that the 
responsibility for making thal a permanent cease-fire 
lay with political leaders. | am very sorry to say that 
during the course of 18 moaths when we did not have 
negotiations the political leadersmip of Unionists and the 
British Government failed us all. 


[Dimbleby] Your commitment, Mr. McGuinness, to the 
Mitchell principles is contingent — oh yes, you will say, 
as I now read it, you will say we oppose the use of force 
by any side, for so long as those talks are going on, for 
so long as they're meaningful, for so long as they take 
place within your ume frame. If after that the talks break 
down, if they were to break down, the IRA says it is 
back to the bombing, it's back to the terrorism, and then 
Mr. McGuinness says: Oh well, it is very unfortunate, 
it's a violent place’ 


[McGuinness] Well, it is a very violent place, and it 
has been for 25 years, and I have played what | think 
is a leading role with many other people on the Irish 
nationalist side, in attempting to end all of that. The 
reality that we all have to face clearly is that there 
are other people there, for example | mean on Irish 
television, sorry, Irish radio, in the course of recent 
months we had Mr. Patsicy making all sorts of threats 
about what he would do with these legalized fire arms 
which are in the hands of Unionists, f he did not get 
the political settlement that he was iooking for. Mr. 
Paisicy can come out and he can say | signed up to the 
Mitchell principles. John Major and successive British 
governments who have been involved in the killing of 
many civilians in Ireland and much repression and the 
underpinning of injustice can also say now eventually 
that he supports the Mitchell principles. If they can 
support the Mitchell principles, then it 1s not a problem 
for me. 


[Dimbleby] Because in your mind they are words on a 
piece of paper and the IRA still continues to have a gun 
at the head of those talks’ 


[McGuinness| No, in my mind all of this is a diversion, 
this a diversion created by the British Government on 
an issue which should have been allowed to Diock the 
move to real negotiations in Ireland, and I think that 
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many people in Britain and certainly the vast majority 
of people in Ireland are very seriously disturbed that the 
Brush Government during the course of all thal ume 
failed us all. 


UK: Loyalists Warn Dublin Against Ulster Policy 
MS1405132896 Belfast BELFAST SUNDAY LIFE 
in English 12 May 9% p12 


[Report by Darwin Templeton: “Republic Sull Not Safe, 
Warns UVF’) 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) The UVF [Ulster Volunteer 
Force] is ready to launch further operations in the 
Republic if Dublin poliucians do not shift their position 
on Ulster. 


Semor loyalist sources have warned that the loyalist 
terror group could follow up last Sunday's airport bomb 
hoax. 


And they said that the message to Republic's politicians 
was: “The hall is in your court. 


The sources stressed that the operation — which dis- 
rupted the city’s international airport — was sancuoned 
by the UVF leadership. 


“This was not the work of a maverick unit — the 
operaiion was OK'd by the Drgade staff,” said one 
Belfast source 


The sources did concede that they were surprised 
the Mid-Ulster Brigade identified itself when claiming 
responsibility 


They were, however, puzzied by reports that the UVF 
had sent a message of reassurance to the Dublin 
government via peace activist Chris Hudson. 


‘There is no immediate threat of anything happening in 
Ulster.” said a source. 


“But further incidents cannot be ruled out in the 
Republic 1f Dublin continues to interfere on republicans’ 
behalf. 


This weekend hardline elements were pressing for the 
pressure to be kept on the Dublin government. 


The hawks were outspoken at a sectes of “consultative 
mectungs being held at battalion level across the 
provinee. 


“They must he shown that they will have to pay a price 
for interference, sand a Mid-Ulster source. 


“And from our point of wew their position has not been 
changed since last Sunday 
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The bomb alert described as a “shot across the bows” 
has severely damaged relations with the UDA [Ulster 
Defense Association). 


The CLMC [Combined Loyalist Military Command} did 
not meet this week, but the UVF issued an uncompro- 
mising message to the UDA through informal channels. 


UDA leaders were angry thal they were not consulted 
before the incident. 


UK: Unionists Oppose Appointing American to 
Chair Talks 

MS1405134396 Belfast BELFAST TELEGRAPH 
in English 13 May 96 p4 


[Report by Mark Simpson: “Taylor Warns Over 
Mitchell's Role in Talks”: received via Internet] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Ulster Unionist deputy leader 
John Taylor has warned against an American being 
appointed chairman of the all- party talks. 


The Strangford MP does not believe a US chairman 
would be impartiai. 

Specifically, Mr Taylor warned against former Senator 
George Mitchel! being appointed. 

The MP said: “Senator Mitchell has produced a report 
on the decommissioning of illegal arms but it would be 
an entirely different matier to have someone from the 
USA chairing talks which will determine the constitu- 
tional future of Northern Ireland. 


“Ulster Unionists welcome the belated efforts of the 
USA to extend parity of esteem to the majority com- 
munity in Northern Ireland. 

“We appreciate the invitations to Ulster Unionists and 
the British ambassador to the annual White House St 
Patrick's Day reception — but it was the first ime ever. 


“This welcome gesture by the USA cannot remove the 
political reality that the predominant sympathy in USA 
politics is for a united Ireland. 

“That is the theme which would influence a L- \ chair- 
man of the talks — that is why the Irish government 
want Senator Mitchell. 


“Instead the government in London has a responsibility 
to seek oul a genuinely impartial chairman. 


The DUP [Democratic Unionist Party) has already 
Stated its opposition to Mr Mitchell as a talks chairman, 
but nationalists — and Dublin — are believed to favour 
him. 

Supporters of Mr Mitchell say his January arms report 
was clear evidence of his impartiality, and reject any 
suggestion that the American admunistration as a wholc 
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is not being even-handed in its dealings with Northern 
Ireland. 


The issue of the talks chairman was reportedly an 
item on the agenda when Ulster Unionist leader David 
Trimble met John Major at Downing Street last week. 


it us one of a sernes of issues still to resolved in advance 
of the June 10 start-date for round-table negouations. 


In the meantime, all the parties are gearing up for the 
May 30 election. 


The SDLP [Social Democratic Labour Party] claimed 
today a vote for John Hume's party was a vote for 
unconditional negouations. 


Councillor Owen Adams, the party's candidate in North 
Down, said: “The SDLP is the only major political party 
which has neither set down pre-conditions nor created 
obstacles to all-party talks. 


“A vote for any other major player is a vote for no 
negouations.- 


UK: Alliance Head Outlines Ulster Election Policies 


MS1405140296 Belfast BELFAST TELEGRAPH 
in English 13 May 96 


{Interview with Dr. John Alderdice, leader Allinoce 
Party, by unidentified corresponderts; under the “Elec- 
uon Platform rubric: “We Must All be Able to Feel at 
Home Here —teceived via Internet] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Question |: What key policies 
will your party be proposing in this election? 


Answer: After the ceasefires | talked with all the other 
parties. | concluded that the only way to get all sides 
around the same table, was through an election. This is 
not the usual kind of election. It is not particularly about 
social and economic policies. 


It is about how to build a lasting political settlement. 
Unionists will concentrate on fighting for the Union. 
Nationalists will push towards a United Ireland. You 
are entitled to know exactly where Alliance stands. 


We want a stable, prosperous Northern Ireland, where 
everyone has a fair chance — Protestant, Catholic or 
neither, and whether they arc nen or women, young 
or old. That is why we want a new power- sharing 
government for Northern Ireland, elected by the people 
here. 


Every party committed to the principles of democracy. 
should have the right to be involved in government. 
at every level. A Bill of Rights, and other protections 
against discrimination are also essential. 
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The law, and those who administer it must be respected 
and acceptable through our community. This is our 
shared home and we must all be able to feel ‘at home’ 
here. 


The All-Party Talks will also be about the constitution. 


; 


the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland. 
a 2 oe oS 


Finally, we must build a co-operative relauionship with 
the South. There have always been some professional, 
cultural, sporting and economic links, but we can do 


Environmental protection, tourism, animal health, en- 
ergy and transport, are just a few of the sectors where 
all our interests could be enhanced and protected if we 
had more North-South co- operation, based on mutual 
respect, and accountable to a power- sharing Assembly 
in the North, and in the South to the government there. 


Question 2: How, in your opinion, can a lasting peace 
be found? 


When all our people right across Northern Ireland feel 
this is their province, governed with equity by their 
representatives, support for political violence will fade 


We may never win everyone around, but with the over 


whelming majority across our Community supporung an 
honourable settlement, we can build a lasting peace. 
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UK: Ulster Conservative Spokesman on Key to 
Peace in Region 

MS1405 141396 Belfast BELFAST TELEGRAPH 
in English 13 May 96 


{Interview with Alex Kane, member Conservative Party 
of Northern Ireland, by unidentified correspondents, 
under the “Election Platform” rubric: “Saying Yes to 
Integration With the UK" —teceived via Internet] 
{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Question: What are your key 
policies and how can a lasting peace be found? 


Answer:: Conservative candidates want Northern Ire- 
land to be recognised and governed as a full and equal 
partner within the UK. 


This is mot the policy of the Unionist parties. They want 
Northern Ireland to remain within the UK, but with its 
own devolved assembly and party political structure. 


We believe that this policy emphasises the difference 
between Northern Ireland and Great Britain and that that 
sense of difference is utilised by the anti-Union lobby 
as a backdoor to another constitutional arrangement. 
Conservatives in Northern Ireland do not wish to live 
in any form of internal political exile. 


Conservatives believe that the advantages of living in 
the UK far outweigh the perceived advantages of living 
in any other state. 


Conservatives believe that the advantages of comparabie 
government far oulweigh the supposed advantages of 
an entirely differem form of government. Conservatives 
will promote those advantages now and in the Forum. 


People in Northern Ireland are no different than people 
in England, Scotland and Wales. They are concerned 
about job security, welfare, education, housing and 
economic stability. 

These are issues which concern the UK as a whole 
and the Conservative Party is the only party which 
campaigns and organises in the whole UK. 


Conservatives in Northern ireland are the national voice 
in local politics. We are the only party here with national 
rather than purely local policies on offer. 


Conservatives are democrats. We want peace in North- 
ern ireland, but not at any price. If the Forum is to be a 
success then ail the participants must prove. in advance, 
that they pose no threat to any of the other participants 
or the voters. 


Similarly, governments and participants must agree, in 
advance, to accept the will of the electorate on May 
and in any future referendum. Peace will come from 
trust. It cannot be built on threat. 
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UK: Adams Considers Major's ‘Rhetoric’ 
*Counterproductive’ 

LD1405225296 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 2231 GMT 14 May 96 


(By lan Graham) 


{FBIS Transcribed Text) John Major was urged tonight 
by Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams not to use 
“rhetoric” to try to pressurise the IRA into calling a 
new ceasefire. 


He said that while it might scem a legitimate way 
forward from a British point of view, it would be 
counter-productive and he strongly advised against it. 


The Prime Minister is expected to spell out in the next 
few days what the Government has on offer in return 
for an IRA reinstatement of the ceasefire which would 
give Sinn Fein access to the all-party talks due to start 
on June 10. 


Mr Adams said Mr Major had to look beyond the shor 
term “because even if the result was a renewed IRA 
cessation, and it is doubtful whether the IRA can be 
pressured in this way, if this led only to a repeat of the 
experience of the last cessation, or to inconclusive talks, 
then we would all face into the worst of all possible 
scenarios”. 


He said that “unless John Major becomes a partner in 
the peace process a settlement is impossible. 


He urged Mr Major to recreate the opportunity for peace 
and reassure the IRA that “another cessation by it will 
not be spurned or undermined as the 1994 one was’. 


He pressed the Prime Minister to “grasp the lessons of 
the last sumber of years”. 


Without ‘clear and firm guidance at government level” 
there was no prospect of resolving the problems which 
bedevil Northern Ireland, he added. 


Mr Adams, writing in tomorrow's edition of the New 
York based Irish Voice, demanded Sinn Fein’s place at 
the negotiating table in June 


“Whatever the IRA does Sinn Fein has the mght to be 
at the talks table”, he said. 


He insisted the Government demand for decommuission- 
ing of weapons - a blockage to talks, he called it - had 
to be removed. 


“We do not accept any preconditions on negotiations. 
he sand. 


He condemned as “media hype’ recent reports that there 
was about to be an imminent IRA ceasefire. There he 
heen no evidence offered to substantiate the clam «© 
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since then there had been reports of Sinn Fein being 
“pressurised” to bring about a new ceasefire. 


He said it did nothing to help the effort to restore the 
peace process, and was not meant to - i! was designed to 
“off-load” the Government's responsibility for creating 
real talks. 


Mr Adams said: “Mr Major ts expected to publish an 
article on these matters in the coming days and | am 
very conscious that it is within his ability to create a 
rhetornc which points up the possibility of movement 
without the substance which such movement requires. 


“This would be entirely counter productive and | would 
advise strongly agai st it because in so doing he would 
merely be seeking to pressurise the IRA and while this 
may seem legitimate from the British point of view a 
different psychology 1s required. 


“This needs to see beyond the short term because even 
if the result was a renewed IRA cessation, and it ts 
doubtful whether the IRA can be pressurised in this 
way, if this led only to a repeat of the experience of the 
last Cessation, or to inconclusive talks, then we would 
all face int. the worst of all possible scenarios.” 


UK: Senior Ministers Favor ‘Harsher Line’ With 
IRA 


MS1505103996 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
in English 1S May % p4 


[Report by Robert Shrmsiey: “Ministers at Odds Over 
Talks on IRA Arms”} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Senior ministers are fighung 
to stop the Government acceding to Dublin's call for 
the decommissioning of terrorist weapons to be treated 
separately from the main talks on Ulster’s future. 


Cabinet Unionists led by Lord Cranborne, Leader of 
the Lords, have expressed concern at Northern Ireland 
ministers’ broad support for paralicl talks on decommus- 
sioning — a plan first aired by Dick Spring, the Irish 
deputy prime minister 


They fear that separating decommissioning would lead 
to tt being sidelined, even though the Government re- 
mains firm it will not allow that to happen. The North- 
ern Ireland sub<commuttee will meet tomorrow after the 
full Cabinet meeung to hammer out the Government's 
position amid rising concern from Tory Unionists at 
‘conflicting signals’ from Sir Patnck Mayhew, Ulster 


Secretary. 
In addition to Lord Cranborne opposition is coming 


‘rom Se John Wheeler, Northern Ireland security min- 
t, and Peter Lilley, Social Security Secretary 
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Michael Howard, the Home Secretary, is also regarded 
as strongly “orange” and keen to resist concessions 
towards Sinn Fein. Lord Cranborne, regarded as the 
staunchest Unionist in the Cabinet, remains deeply 
unhappy with the current talks process. He has urged 
the Prime Minister to take a far harsher line towards 
the IRA. 


He told Mr Major that the next IRA “spectaciar” should 
be followed by a “declaration of war” on the terrorists 
and the appointment of a senior figure to mastermind 
“Every war needs a general.” he told Mr Major. 


Unionists believe Sir Patrick has accepted that decom- 
mussioning be delegated outside the main all-party talks 
scheduled to begin on June 10. Sources close to Patrick 
indicated that he could accept the separate mechanism 
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but not a wholly independent “fourth sand” and said 
he would resist moves to side the issue. 


Ulster Unionists are also unhappy at the Government's 
acceptance of Senator George Mitchell as chairman for 
one the main parts of the talks — so-called strand two 
discussion between the North and Republic of Ireland. 
Dublin is keen to see decommissioning sidelined and 
sees it as the major obstacle to a new IRA ceasefire. 


However, Ulster Unionists have made clear that they 
will not tolerate a “fudge” on decommissioning. 


David Trimble, leader of the Ulster Unionists, spent 90 
minutes with Mr Major on Monday when he stressed 
that any move towards parallel decommissioning would 
necd procedures to ensure that decommissioning actu- 
ally took place. 
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Germany: EU Expects Bonn Not To Qualify for 
EMU 1996 


AU1405125896 Munich FOCUS in German 
13 May 9% pi2 


(Unattributed report: “Letter of Warning From Brus- 
sels”) 

{[FBIS Translated Text] Germany will again miss the 
targets for qualifying for European Economic and Mon- 
etary Union [EMU] by a wide margin in 1996. As FO- 
CUS has learned from reliable sources in Brussels, in its 
recent study, the EU Commission estimates Germany's 
1996 budget deficit to rise far beyond the current 3.5 
percent of the GDP. The strict interpretation of the con- 
vergence criteria rules out any country from partcipat- 
ing in EMU whose deficit is above 3 percent. 


The Commission is expected to publish its report in the 
middie of the week. Even at this stage, Germany must 
expect a letter of warning from Brussels because of its 
1995 budget deficit of 3.5 percent. The 1997 economic 
data will be decisive for qualifying for EMU. 


Germany's sole consolation can be that, apart from 
Luxembourg and Ireland, no country has so far met 
all convergence criteria. Nevertheless, the Commission 
Starts from the assumption that EMU will be launched 
in 1999. 


Germany: EMI's Lamfalussy Confident About 
EMU Start 
AU 1405200396 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 


RUNDSCHAU ("Frankfurt and Europe” Supplement) 
in German 14 May 96 p B9 


{Interview with Alexandre Lamfalussy, president of the 
European Monetary Institute, by Bernd Wittkowski in 
Frankfurt; date not given: “No Tricks During the Entry 
Test”) 
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Union [EMU], regardless of their reluctance to abandon 
the mark, people here display a certain interest in the 
EMU that I have not felt anywhere else. That is very 
positive indeed. The Belgians, for instance, are not so 
concerned about losing their franc, but they are far less 
interested in EMU. 


[Wittkowski] It is said that no one in Germany bel) ves 
in God, but everyone believes in the Bundesbank. |» that 
the cause of the problem? 


{[Lamfalussy} | would not put it that way. There is a 
concern for the stability of the mark, which, by the way, 
was created before Germany regained its sovereignty 
after the war. Therefore, the desire of many to retain 
the mark is justified. Bul one must also realize that 
price stability ceased to be a German specialty a long 
ume ago. Someumes people here fail to realize that the 
desire for a stable currency has taken hold of other 
countries as well. Perhaps no other country has such 
a long tradition of currency stability as Germany, but 
neither is this stability a new development. 


[Wittkowski] During the debate on EMU in Germany, 
nationalist tones are heard even from the established 
democratic parties. Is this just an elecuon mood which 
you do not have to take seriously, or is it dangerous’ 


{[Lamfalussy] Some countries do conduct their debates 
in a nationalist tone. In Germany people are concerned 
about the stability of the mark. In other countries, they 
are concerned about the European internal market. In the 
meantime, some countries resent Brussels’ interference 
in their domestic affairs. What really wornes me is 
when major European developments are included in 
someone's clection campaign. 


Fortunately, most — not all — countries share an 
across-the-board consensus on the great subject of 
Europe, which is where EMU belongs. It would be very 
bad for this consensus, which also exists in Germany, 
to disappear. That is a danger which must not be taken 
lightly. 


[Wittkowski] What do you say to attempts to play the 
EMU against employment, according to the principle: 
“We do not need any Euro, we need jobs”? 


{[Lamfalussy} | understand this argument, but it is based 
on an error of reasoning. | am convinced that the causes 
of unemployment, which we have all over Europe, are 
mainly structural ones, resulung from European halts. 
People are accustomed to their social security systems 
and the organization of the labor market. Solving these 
structural problems should be a joint task of the EU. | 
am not saying that EMU will make it caster to achieve 
a solution, but it is not true that EMU will make it more 
difficult. 
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[Witkowski] Can anyone imagine a monetary union 
with 18 million unemployed? Without success in the 
sphere of employment policy, EMU will never gain the 
acceptance it needs. 


{Lamfalussy}] The danger is that different countries react 
to unemployment in different ways. What is positive 


policy instead might give a breathing space for one or 
two years, but what about after that? In such a case, 
the 


{Lamfalussy] There is nothing to be said about that. 
I am convinced that overcoming unemployment at the 
end of this century is ihe greaiest political challenge 
to all European governments, as well as to society 
itself. | would never dream of saying that we need 
EMU and that unemployment can take care of iisell. 
We must do both — achieve EMU. and eliminate 
unemployment. But if we were to abandon EMU, there 
might be a danger thal some people would opt for a 
different economic policy that offers isolated expansion. 
For instance, they could try to devalue their currencies. 
That would achieve nothing in the long run. | admut that 
our path is difficuli, but we should try to find out why 
economic growth has noi provided enough employment 
im Our societies. After all, we have had growth, albeit 
not a very strong one. 


[Wittkowski}] Do you believe that EMU will start in 
1999” 


[Lamfalussy} Definitely yes. The probability of this 
continues to be high. But it does not look as if every 
single coupiry will belong from the very beginning. 


[Wittkowski} Could you be a little more specific” 


{Lamfalussy} | cannot imagine a monetary union to 
which Germany does not belong from the very begin- 
ning. That would simply make no sense. The country 
with the anchor currency simply must belong. Then one 
needs at least one other large country for the sake of 
political equilibrium. France is a good candidate here. 
France is also able to fulfill the criteria. We all know 
that Great Britain has the option of not belonging. In 
addition, we need a series of smaller countries, in other 
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words five, six, or seven as a munimum. That would 
make EMU capable of functioning. 


[Witkowski] How big is the maneuvering space con- 
cerning the convergence criteria? 


{Lamfalussy} Not very big. That is the decisive question 
which we have two years to answer on the basis of 
the economic data of 1997. No tricks can be played 
in fulfilling the criteria. One must make sure that 
only those countries thal can stand up to the required 
discipline and have demonstrated an ability to stabilize 
their economies are admitied to EMU. Of course there 
are still major quesuon marks about how far the criteria 
concerning public finances can be fulfilled. But at the 
same time one must make it clear that very substanual 
progress has already been achieved concerning price 
stability, and is still being achieved, including in Spain 
and Portugal. We really are on the road to becoming 
a genuinely stable culture. | do not deny the fact 
thit an unreasonable fiscal policy could throw these 
successes overboard. We will have to investigate this 
very carefully. As I said, no tncks. 


{Witkowski} When you look out your window through 
medium-power binoculars, you can sce Bundeshank 
President Tictmeyer, and he can see you. Are you not 
a lutle too close to him” 


{Lamfalussy] I have already discovered that | have a 
lot of things in common with Hans Tictmeyer. For 
example, we both like apples. When we met recently, 
he was cating his afternoon apple. I also cat an apple 
a day. That is very valuable. But joking apart, | do not 
think the geographical proximity of the EMI (Eur: pean 
Monetary Institute} and Bundesbank is a problem. The 
Bundesbank plays a significant role, and 1 would ploy 
this role wherever the EMI is situated. Like | said, 
Germany is the key to EMU, so it ts advantageous to be 
here. It is very useful for my employees to be directly 
exposed to the German position. That is very useful. 


[Wittkowski] But people abroad stare with dishehef 
when they hear how close these two institutions are to 
each other. 


{Lamfalussy] I have heard that. But one «hould examine 
the facts. Take a look at the scenario for transferring to 
EMU. Take a look at the debates on this subject. You 
will soon conclude that the scenario that the members 
of our Council agreed upon is a sensible compromise 
It was not the German scenario they chose. We took 
into consideration a number of points that are important 
for Germany. But this is a question « f give and take 
And that is how things are in many spheres. [passage 
omitted] 
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(Witkowski) Firally, 2 very personal question. You 
ae 67 years old. Other people at this age are already 
enjoying the pension. Whal makes you expose yourself 
to all the stress that this project of the century involves’ 
{Lamfalussy)} Indeed, there is stress. But it is a challenge 
beyond compare. To be honest, it gives me pleasure. 


Germany: OeTVY Plans To Continue, ‘Intensify’ 
Strikes 


LD1$0$100196 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
0856 GMT 15 May 96 


{FBIS Translated Text) The Public Services, Transport, 
and Communications Workers Trade Union [(OcTV] 
plans to continue and intensify its token strikes until 
the resumption of the public sector pay talks in the 
middie of next week. This was announced by OcTV 
Chairman Herbert Mai in Bonn today. He stressed that 


the protests are an expression of displeasure at the 


Germany: Kohl Confirms Commitment to Austerity 


AU 1505085096 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
1S May % pi 


[Report by “gras/kat™: “Kohl Announces Tax Reforms’ | 


(FBIS Translated Text) Chancellor Helmut Kohl has 
confirmed the government's commitment to implement 
the austerity package as quickly as possible. “This is 
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essential for the sake of the 4 milhon unemployed.” he 
said at the meciing of Chrisuan Democratic Union and 
Christian Social Umon facuon chiefs in Dessau. “The 
German economy must make an effort simular to the 
effort made in the 1950's, and defend the markets ut 
gained in that pervod.therefore a :hange of thinking is 
required.” 

Kohl said the austerity program is necessary in order to 
reduce wage ancillary costs. “German industry must be 
able to manufacture its products cheaply at home so they 
can subsequently be exported,” he said. He announced 
4 4 major reform to taxation and pensions for the end 
of the year. He said he is “determined” to implement 
the law on the 1997 tax reform. “I am not in the Icast 
impressed by the trade union camp's threats to combat 
the austerity program by means of a general strike,” he 
said. At the same time, he indicated a readiness to reach 
compromises. If someone wants to achieve something, 
he must make an effort for as much compromise as 
possible,” he said. 


Yesterday, the Trade Union of Wood and Plastics 
Industry Workers was the first union to issue a strike 
threat. Dieter Schulte, chief of the Association of Trade 
Unions, rejected such an expansion of the trade union 
protest at the present ume. 


Alows Glueck, the conference chairman, said that the 
most important message to come out of the Dessau 
mecting is that the reconstruction of the cast must 
continue in the long term, whereby, according to Kohl, 
it 18 Necessary to establish other priorities, first among 
which 1s the promotion of research and investments in 
the new laender. 
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France: Foreign Ministry on Middle East, Liberia 


BRISOSO72696 (Internet) French Morustry of Foreign 
Affairs WWW on French 13 May % 


[Daily press bnefing by Foreign Ministry Spokesman 
Jacques Ruuamelhardt to unidentified journalists at the 


Foreign Minustry in Paris on 13 May) 


France-Qatar 


[Rummethardi} Mr. de Charette had a mecting this 
morning with his Counterpart from Qatar, Shaykh Mo- 
hammad Bin Jassem tun Jaty Al Khalifa 


The two ministers rewewed bilateral relations between 
Prance and Qatar. They welcomed the excellent nature 
of the relations. Qatar. a member of the Gulf Coopera- 
ton Council, is a country which is very close to France. 
The two munisters also touched on regional questions 
and noted a very large Convergence of thei views. [pas- 
sage omutted] 


Vournalist} Will a new French of European ad for 
reconstruction in Lebanon be announced during Mr. al- 


Haris meetings in Brussels’ 


[Rummethardt} You will recall that on 26 April, a 
the ume the sccurtty atrangement for the cease-fire 
was announced, the setting up of a consultative group 
dealing with questions of reconstruction in Lebanon was 
planned This group, consisting of the United States, the 
EU, France, Russia, and other interested countries, has 
not yet heen established. This is one of the questions 
which Mr. al-Harwn will address in Brussels with the 
ministers of the EU. For now, the Prench and the 
Americans have begun to informally study the question 
of what thus consultative group might he. Mr. al- Hariri. 
who was the originator of this wea, has also been 
Cnking of this and wll rane the question with the EU 
muni sters 


Journalist] Is the consultative group provided for in the 
agreement of 26 April’ 


[Rummethardt} Yes. One of the paragraphs of the 
attangement of 26 April ts devoted to it 


Vournalist} Where are the discussions on the creation 
of the momtorng group’ 


[Rummethardt} There was a preparatory meeting on 
the monitoring group on Proday (10 May] mm Wash- 
mgton Mr Dens Bauchard, the ANMO [North Africa 
and Middle East) director [at the Foreign Ministry), 
represented Prance at the meeting. af the invitation 
of Mr Ross The three other countries, leracl, Syria. 
and Lebanon. were represented Py the amPassadors to 


are a few points left to settle, and we hope that they can 
be settled as soon as possibic. | would note that another 
mecung 1s scheduled for tomorrow in Washington 


{Journalist} What are the differences of opimon’ 


[Rummethardt} ht is mot customary to spell out the 
positions of various partics during a negotiation. We 
want this negouation to succeed as quickly as possibic 


Journalist} What ave the pownts of convergence’ 


[Rummethardi|} Everyone agrees on the necessity of 
setting up this group as quickly as possible. The incident 
im southern Lebanon to which we reacted yesterday 
shows the need to establish as soon as possible the 
monitoring group provided for in the atrangement of 
26 Apri. 


Journalist] Are you hoping for a solution in tomorrow's 
meeting’ 

{Rummethardt} Of course. thal us whal we want 
[Journalist] So the differences ae not serious’ 


{Rummethardt} | will not claborate on them. We have 
a good chance to succeed. As soon as there ts 4 
common will to succeed and to set up this group. The 
afrangement of 26 April did not go into the details of the 
internal structure of the monstoring group Nonctheless. 
this arrangement reflected the polivcal will of everyone 
to ensure the cease-fire and to form this monitonng 
group charged with monnonng the cease-fire 


(Journalist) Are there jount Pranco-Amerx an ideas on 
the consultative group’ 


{[Rummethardt} There are contacts. notably through 
diplomatic channels There are also contacts between 
the French and the LePanese via our embassy in Berrut 
And cspecially today, there ts 4 meeting in Bruswels 
hetween Mr al-Harwn and the 15 EL’ members states 


Journalist] Do you favor a montonng group of a 
political of a military nature’ 
[Rummethardt| France favors the raped estaMishment 


of tis group, which ts charged eth supervising and 
momtoring observance of the cease-fire, which implies 


a mulitary expertise 
(Journalist) So Prance supports the Lebanese idea of a 
umquely military group’ 


[Rummethardt| is 1 emportant that thes growp function as 


quickly as possiMe There must also he an agreement on 
setung up this group We have proposed that the group 
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have a mulitary expertise since the securily arrangement 
of 26 April indicates that the group is responsible for 
examining possible violations. 


When one of the parves addresses the group and voices 
a complamt to it, these complaints and the violations 
must be cxamined. A military type expertise is thus 
required. I am not saying thal the experts are necessarily 
mulitary personnel, but the expertse 1s of a mulitary type. 
However, the group's acuvities will not be limited solely 
tw evaluating violations. since the group will also have 
a more general mandate in the security atrangement. 


Journalist] Where will the monitonng group be head- 


| 


Journalist] Ws. Lebanon a topic in the meeting of the 
Mediterranean Forum? Is there a question of enlarging 
the Mediterranean Forum to Lebanon’ 


[Rummethardi} Lebanon is not part of the Mediter- 
rancan Forum. 


As far as I know, there was not a question of the idea of 
enlarging the Mediterranean Forum. (passage omutted] 


(Journalist) Is there anything new on the discussions of 
Resolution 986" The Iragis seem to be less pessimistic... 


[Rummethardt} What we want is for these discussions 
to succeed. You know the position which Prance has 
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imuatives by President Zeroual’ 


Journalist} Do you have a reaction to the situation of 
the Liberian refugees on a ship off the African coast? 


{[Rummethardt} Prance expresses its feeling for the 


drama currently being experienced by the passengers 
of the Liberian vessel Bulk Challenger. 


It is prepared to review requests for humanitanan 
assistance which might be addressed to it on behalf of 


these passengers. 


We can only reiterate on tus occasion the appeal 
launched on 6 May by the president of the UN Security 
Council to the partes to immediately cease fighung and 
return to the Abuja accord. 
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Italy: Bertuscoai on Opposition Stance, Secession 
BR1 305151096 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
11 May % ps 


Bertuscom emerges defeated from the first post-election 
contest with the Olive Tree. But now, as he himself said 
im this interview. the Freedom Pole leader expects the 
majonty to grant the opposivon the chasrmanship of the 
parliamentary watchdog committees in order to protect 
the rights of ihe minority. 


{[E.M.) Mr. Berlusconi do you not feel defeated” 


[Beriusconi} No, as far as | am concerned, i was not a 
defeat at all. Rather, | am sorry that the majority made 
us a sham offer of an agreement. 


to keep both speakerships for itself. The facts prove it. 
Until the last moment it seemed as though the majority 


wanted to make a unilateral gesture to suppor our 
candidate. But it did not happen. This is why | say that 
ts offer of dialogue was not genuine 


[E.M.) What sow’ Does this mean a total rupture 
detween the two alignmenis’ 


[Berlusconi] Now we ae waiting for the majority 
to indicate the chairmanships of which parliamentary 
watchdog « mmuttee they want to grant us. This happens 
im all organizations, even in the business ficid: When 
ae compames with several partners, the majority 
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that one of the howes of parliament would go to the 
opposition forces, and also the watchdog commutices 
In practice, the opposite happened 


[E.M.] Why was i not possible to reach an undersiand- 
ing” 

[Berlusconi] | think that the enure matter 1s now clear A 
the beginning we noted the majority's stated willingness 
to offer us one of the two houses of parhament. We 
therefore appointed a dclegavon of three members to 
engage in a dialogue. The three proceeded. and since 
we did ..0t want to create an atmosphere and suspicions 
of old-fashioned associabonism, instead of Choosing as 
the Freedom Police's candidate a member of our own 
alignment, we chose an independent, that 1s, Francesco 
Cossiga. 


[EM.} Do you horestly Gunk that he was the nght 
candsdate to choose in order to secure the Olive Tree's 
votes, too” 


{Berlusconi} | think that no better chowe could have 
heen made if terms of someone who provided guaran- 
ices to everyone. They responded with a veto, and then 
presumed to chose a candidate of whom they approved 
from among our own ranks. Of course we could not a- 


cept that 


{EM} And yet the negotiations conunued to the las 
moment — on whom and on whai’ 


|Berluscom) There were no further acgouavons. We left 
the door open to a unilateral choice by the Otive Tree, 
in order to permit the Left to vote for our candidate. But 
all this, without any dcmands on our part. and without 


any nexouauon 
EM Were you willing to vote for Violante’ 


[Berlusconi] We were not asked to do so. Only hall- 
way through the last day did they tel) us that the Olive 
Tree mugit vote for La Loggia if we voted for Violante 
But by then we had already pledged to our candidates 
that we would support them to the final vote. And in 
any Case Our voles were not necessary, because the Left 
commanded sufficient numbers to elect Violante 


[EM.) What was your opimon of the new speaker's 
inaugural speech’ 


{Berlusconi} | must say that | appreciated many parts 
of his speech, and | trust that some of his statements 
— such as when he said that he wants to he everyone's 
speaker. not just that of one sade — will materialize in 
Prachce and pot remain empty words 


(E.M.} Did you applaud Violante after he finished” 
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[Bertusconi| | congratulated bum. He was very clear om 
has rejection of any sccessson. And thus 1s a very serious 
problem that faces us all. We will make an in-depth 
study of the usuc of secession, involving our enure 


parliamentary group. But | will say mght now that thus 
problem could have heen averied. 


IEM You say « could have been averied: How’ 


[Bertuscom} When the League lett the Freedom Pole to 
go over to the left-wing forces. n Commanded less than 4 
percent of the vote. We called for an clechon night away, 
because we felt that Boss: could become a problem for 
the entre country. The estabiishment of the Freedom 
Pole nullified the League issue and prevented laly from 
splitting into three — the League im the North, the lefi- 
wing forces im the center, and the Right in the South 
We pointed out to those concerned that 1 was possible 
to scale down the issue of the North if an clection were 


to he held immediately 
(E.M.} What happened instead” 


(Berlusconi) Instead, Bossi was sect af the center of 
parliament. He was wooed by the PDS (Democratic 
Party of the Left] and left-wing Catholics, and all thes 
enabled him to grow And now he wil! he further inflated 
by every government measure that throws fucl on the 
secessionist fire 


{E.M.| What do you think should he done’ 


(Berlusconi) It is necessary to cxarmne the dissatesfac- 
von of the North — the div atisfaction that caused this 
situation — and a solution must he found We should 
all be worned about it. 


{E.M.| Many people say that there is sow a new 
“constitutional spectrum” in parhament, with the Left 
and Right both aligned against secession and the League 
isolated on the opposite front. Do you agree with this 
analyss’ 


{Berlusconi} | think that secession worrnes al! Nalians. 
But af the same time. | think that only a small percentage 


of League voters are in favor of Maly s herng partioned. 


{EM} Some people within the center-Right think that 
you should hecome mayor of Milan. partly in order to 
defeat Bossi's strategy. How do you reply to that’ 


[Bertusconi} | read about this idea, and | can actually 
understand 1. But | think that | hear greater responsitl- 
ives. We represent 16 million Italians. half the country 
— and te ws not forget that | gained 200,000 more 
votes than the Olive Tree 


[E.M.} Where will you lead these votes now’ In which 
direction ’ 
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[Berluscom]) | will engage in opposmon. Tough bat 
responsibic, as ts proper for a moderatc party. a lheral, 
mass force — fesmule and ComMructve opposition, 
mvoiving Clear “yeses and clea “noes” We we willing 
to add our votes to those of the majormty if Gus ts 
im the Country's imerest. Bul we ae also prepared to 
conduct a resolute battle if we sce the prospect of 
soluvons that we do not like — such as an mercasc 
im tak pressure, a rise in uRcmployment, the matulity 
to meet the conditions for immediate accession to the 
European Monetary Sysicem: and above all a refusal to 
start work on the consttubonal achiiecture, which ts 
the real mother of all reforms. The battle will become 
a war if the law~ based state and freedoms we a stake 
[Beriuscom ends} [passage omitted] 


Italy: AN's Fini on Broad Range of Current beues 


BR1I30S1S0996 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA 
mttalian 12 May % pS 


[Imerview with Iahan Navona! Alliance. AN. Charman 
Giantranco Fim by Goffredo Buccom im Rome on 1! 
May: Fine Dimi Cannot Block Two-Party System | 


[PBIS Translated Text} Rome — If he had a moustache, 
like bis Kelowed mval of the PDS [Demaratc Paty 
of the Left], he would surely now be stroking «| with 
satisfaction. Afier some prevarication, Gianfranco Fim 
even agreed to explain the vague sense of well -heing 
that he felt on a ramy Saturday afternoon Let us put 
this way. Din 1s fooling himself if he thinks that he «an 
block the two-party system that D Alema too intends to 
strengthen As has happened often recently. the leaders 
of both Right and Lefi we playing a defensive game 
And the POS (Democratic Party of the Left] secretary's 
appeal in CORRIERE DELLA SERA to those who long 
for the return of centrum was much welcomed by the 
AN [National Alliance] chairman 1 agree D'Alema 
was night when he said that the real accommodation is 
the attempt by some people in the center to gather under 
the same banner part of the center clected with the Olive 
Tree and part of the center clected with the Freedom 
Pole. If he had thought of that before. we would have 


averted the parliamentary reversal But tt ts a good thing 
that he is saying it now so forcefully 


[Buccim] So ts there an agreement agaist the accom. 
modationists, as D' Alema is proposing’ 


[Pini] Precisely. The point 1s tus Having established 
the distinction hetween majority and opposon, we can 
also help one another You see, if the roles are confused, 
poliucal dialogue i interpreted as mere squabbling. 
a Babel. And agreements become accommodations | 
want no more squahhing and no more accommodations 
In a bipolar country, 19 which the differences are clear, 
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[Buccim} So your analyses councide. Bot what political 
resuk will thus produce” 


{Pini} Ha, ha... If | tell you that, you will print a headline 
saying: “Pint D’'Alema’s Ally.” And | will curse you for 
it. So let me say again: Dini ts wrong if he thinks that 
he can block a Dipolar system that is growing stronger 
partly because of D'Alema’s wishes. We already have 
a system hased of rotabon in power 


“ aw oA he 
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[Fim] Well, | would say thus, rather | sotced tha 
Violante transcended wWeologies. and i 1s no Comoadence 
tha Cossutta protested. The PDS is now im a post- 
weological phase 


[Buccini] The writcr. Carlo Mazzanuni, ;ormer member 


cism. As for the valuc of antcommunism., | have beard 


[Buccim) For one thing, he would willingly accept the 


. ofmanship of some of the parhamentary commutices 
for the Freedom Pole. D Alema is in favor 


{Pini} ft can be taken for granted that we will reach an 


respective roles. Bul when we won. the others argued 
that the Budget. Foreign Affars, and Constitutional 
Aftars Commuttices should be watchdog commutices. 
too. Now | het they have changed thew minds 


[Buccimi] Grulhano Ferrara says that you must im any 
case invent an anv-Prod: who will not he Berluscom: 


{Pim} Yes. he could be ght. Without changing its 
poltxal leader. the Preedom Pole could legiumately 
choose another candidate to the premuership in the next 
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elections. But it is the Freedom Pole that must decide. 
And we have plenty of time ahead of us. 


Italy: Bossi Interviewed on Secession, Padania 
Government 


BR1I405142296 Turin LA STAMPA in Italian 
14 May 96 p 5 


(Unattributed report on television interview with Italian 
Northern League Secretary Senator Umberto Bossi on 
13 May; place not given: “Bossi: Padania? It Stretches 
to the Marche") 


(FBIS Translated Text] He had something for every- 
one: from Antonio Di Pietro to Silvio Berlusconi, from 
[Venice Mayor} Massimo Cacciari to [journalist] Gior- 
gio Bocca, from [Taranto Mayor) Giancarlo Cito to 
{League ideologue) Gianfranco Miglio. Umberto Bossi 
let rip in an interview broadcast at 2030 yesterday 
evening on Odeon channel. The interview began, of 
course, with the secession issuc. 


“The Padania Liberation Committee's job will be within 


walls on the Apennines... Secession is the way out 
of the colonialism thai sets out to control the north’s 
. Colonialism expresses itself through control 
over schools, the law courts, and politics.” He wound up 
with the claim that Padania “sietches to the Marches.” 


Then, in rapid succession, he turned his attention to 
Giancarlo Cito: “I do not know who he is... But he 
is a southern hick” Pietro: “I have the utmost 


ITALY 2s 


north,” but he was taking care not to go too far. His 
henchmen say that he burst out laughing when he read 
the papers: “But I hardly even opened my mouth’ 
The headlines on the birth of the Padanian Government 
were not to Umberto Bossi's liking. “Who has ever 
said that the League is backing down and putting the 
brakes on?” Nevertheless, it was a cautious reaction, 


made at the last minute, and not only so as to give his 
prime minister more room. He spent the night between 
Friday and Saturday at the Hotel Cristallo writing a 
long speech with carefully chosen words and shades of 
meaning, a speech on which he meditated until seven in 


not read the speech, although he took it with him to the 
headquarters of his Padania Parliament. Why on carth 
not? Bossi gave no explanations, although he contested 
the interpretation that went the rounds immediaicly, 


Veneto had militated in favor 
of prudence and keeping quict about the secessionist 
option, the Czechoslovakian road to the division of the 


Bossi denied it in his usual way: “Padania is united.” 
ee ee ee ee 
a deputy in the second parliamentary term from the 


— — trom Vuree, and 


even federalism can save it now. And I claim, | really 
do, the nght to secession and resistance against an unjust 
state” 
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Spain: Newly Appointed Senior Officials Named, where he has worked as professor of procedural and ec- 


BR1405121096 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 


11 May % p 16 
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Samuel Jesus Juarez Casado: Secretary general for 
fisheries. Born in La Baneza (Leon) 34 years ago. He is 
a graduate in veterinary science from Leon University. 
He was a health inspector at the customs offices of Vigo, 
Tuy, and Vilagarcia de Arousa. He has been deputy 
director general of fisheries and fishing industries of the 
Xunta [autonomous government] of Galicia. 
Prime Minister's Office 
Jose Barea Tejeiro: Director of the Budget Office. A 
doctor of economic sciences and professor emeritus of 
public finance. He has been secretary of state for social 
security, director general of the treasury and the budget. 


— — Gash, on6 aanaion 
director of Iberia. 


Public Administration 
Francisco Vilar Garcia-Moreno: Secretary of state for 


Council between 1984 and 1989, and a deputy for tha 
he 
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Engineering and Consultancy’s board. In his hands falls 
the responsibility for carrying forward the National 
Hydrological Plan, where the hydroelectric companies’ 
influence was decisive for withdrawing the application 
of a levy on the economic use of water, as appeared in its 
first drafting. He will also have to tackle the amendment 
of the Coastline Law proposed by Convergence and 
Union. 


Other Appointments 


Foreign Affairs: Carlos Bastarreche Sagyes, secretary 
general for foreign policy and for the EU. Miguel 
Angel Navarro Portera, Spain's assistant permanent 
representative with the EU. 


Justice: Ramon Garcia Mena, undersecretary. 


Economy and Finance: Fernando Diez Moreno, under- 
secretary. Alvaro Rengifo Abbad, director general of 
wade policy and foreign investments. Pascual Fernan- 
dez Martinez, director general of budget analysis and 
planning. 

Public Works: Victor Calvo-Sotelo Ibanez-Martin, un- 
dersecretary. Fernando Nasarre Goicoechea, director 
general of housing and city planning. Pablo Gasos 
Casao, director general of financial planning and bud- 
gets. 


Education and Culture: Jaime Ignacio Gonzalez Gonza- 


lez, undersecretary. Eugenio Nasarre Goicoechea, sec- 
retary general for education and vocational training. 


Labor and Social Affairs: Marino Diaz Guerra, under- 
secretary. Amalia Gomez Gomez, secretary general for 
social affairs. Soledad Cordova Garrido, director of la- 
bor and employment. Julio Gomez- Pomar, director gen- 
eral of the National Institute of Socia! Security. Fran- 
cisco Javier Minondo, director cf the Labor and So- 
cial Security Inspectorate. Julio Sanchez Fierro, techni- 


cal secretary general. 


Industry and Energy: Pedro Ferreras Diez. undersecre- 
tary. 


Agriculture, Fisheries, and Food: Pilar Ayuso Gonzalez. 
director general of agricultural industries. Tomas Rutmo 
de Vilanueva, director of planning and rural develop- 
ment. 


Prime Minister's Office: Monica Ridrucjo, director gen- 
eral of radio and television. Francisco Garcia Diego. 
secretary general for information. Pilar del Castillo, 
president of the Sociological Research Center. Flo- 
rentino Alonso Pinon, director of information of the 
Deputy Prime Minister's Office. 
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Turkey: Defense Minister on Western Embargo, 
Hammer Force 


NC1405164596 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
12 May 96 pp 1, 17 


[Report by Lale Sariibrahimoglu: “Our Allies Have 
Suspended Their Arms Deliveries” } 


{(FBIS Translated Text) Ankara—Minister of National 


Sungurlu accused the United States and the other West- 
ern allies of imposing an arms embargo on Turkey at a 
time when its neighbors have reached the point where 
they will be able to manufacture nuciear bombs. He 
said: “We must even acquire itercontinental missiles if 
our financial strength allows us to do so.” 

Stressing that Turkey's friendly ties with the Western 
countries have not helped it promote its defense indus- 
try, Sungurlu asserted: “I hope that the Western coun- 
tries will not force Turkey to seek other alliances for its 


defense.” 
The views Sungurlu outlined when he replied to 
CUMHURIYET's questions can be summed up as 
follows: 


Turkey receives from its allies are subject to 
many conditions. In fact, our allies seem reluctant to 
supply arms to Turkey. We have no enmity towards our 


neighbors, but they are hostile toward Turkey. 


necessary arrangements for the production of the arms 


depend on any country for its defense. So, we must 
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move to acquire intercontinental missiles when our 
financial situation allows us to do so. 


4. Local Establishments Will Contribute to Defense: 


will contribute towards this. We want the leading 
Turkish firms to participate in the defense industry. 
Our objective is to see partnerships established between 
Turkish and foreign firms for the transfer of modern 
technology and the production of various types of arms. 
Therefore, we must be prepared to pay more for the 
transfer of modern technology to Turkey. 


5. Accusations Against the Hammer Force: It is impos- 
sible for the National Assembly to support the exten- 
sion of the Hammer Force mandate in its present form. 
The Hammer Force will exier be removed or serious 
changes will have to be made. 


6. The Intentions of the Allies is Unknown: The United 
States, Britain, France, and Turkey established the 
Hammer Force. Turkey has to be aware of the ulumate 
aim of its allies. They have said that Iraq's territorial 
integrity will be maintained and no Kurdish state will 
be allowed to be established in northern irag. However, 
the Turkish public still feels uneasy about their main 
objective. 


7. We Want a Guarantee: We wil! stand a better chance 
to cooperate if the allies disclose their intentions. So, 
we want a guarantee that they will keep the promises 
they have made. Meanwhile, Turkey must be in a 
position to express its opinion on the apparatus thai 
will be established when Operation Provide Comfort 
ends. The terrorist Workers Party of Kurdistan (PKK) 
has benefited from the authority vacuum in the region. 


8. The Hammer Force is Opposed to the Iragi Admin- 
istration: If the United States is the key to Iraq's future, 
then so is Turkey. The Baghdad Administration will ex- 
tend its authority to northern Iraq if the Hammer Force 
is withdrawn. It is the Hammer Force that keeps it from 
doing so. We have nothing to say about the vital inter- 
ests of the United States. However, no country has the 
right to destroy a friendly country to promote its inmter- 
ests. 


9. The Western World is Indebted To Turkey: Turkey is 
a NATO member. It also is a partner in the Western Eu- 
ropean Union (WEU]. As far as the WEU is concerned, 
we hold two trump cards: The first is the strenuous ef- 
fort Turkey has made to contribute to Western Europe's 
defense during the past 40 years. So, they owe us. The 
second card is the fact that Turkey is a NATO mem- 
ber. The WEU will weaken if Turkey is not allowed to 
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jon ut as a NATO member. Meanwhile, what strength- 
ens Turkey's approach most is the fact that it would be 
impossible to defend Europe without Turkey 


Turkey: Spokesman Calls Greek Tour of Kardak 
‘New Provocation’ 

TA1505104396 Ankara TRT Television Network 

in Turkish 1000 GMT '5 May 96 


{FBIS Translated Text] Turkey has described the tour 
Greece is planning to organize to the Kardak rocks in 
the Aegean Sea on 18-19 May aboard a warship for war 
correspondents of EU news agencies and newspapers 
as a new provocation. Turkey has also declared that, in 
the face of this provocation, it will take the measures it 
deems necessary within the framework of its legitimate 
In his weekly news conference, Foreign Ministry deputy 
spokesman Nurettin Nurkan said that it has again 
become clear that Greece is continuing to engage in 
repeated provocations in connection with the Kardak 
issue. Nurkan announced that Turkey's views on this 
matier were conveyed to the Greek ambassador to 
Ankara, who was summoned to the Foreign Ministry 
today, and the necessary warning was ‘cued in this 
regard. 


Turkey: Demirel Comments on Visit to Iran, 
Turkmenistan 


TA 505080396 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 21/00 GMT 14 May % 


{[FBIS Translated Text] President Suleyman Demirel 
concluded his tour of Iran and Turkmenistan and 
returned to Turkey tonight. He was received at Ankara’s 
Esenboga Airport by Mustafa Kalemli, speaker of 
the Turkish Grand National Assembly. Also attending 
the welcoming ceremony were Pnme Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz; General Hikmet Bayar, deputy chief of the 
General Staf’ «nd Ground Forces commander, Welfare 
Party deputy der Recai Kutan, representing the main 
opposition; as well as other officials. 


In an airport statement, Demirel recounted that in Iran, 
he attended the opening ceremony of the Tedzhen- 
Sarakhs-Mashhad railway line between Turkmenistan 
and Iran. and in Ashgabat, he participated in the fourth 
summit mecting of the Economic Cooperation Organ- 
ization, BECO. Pointing out that the Tedzhen-Sarakhs- 
Mashhad railway will constitute a transportation line 
linking Central Asia with Europe by traversing Turk- 
menistan, Iran, and Turkey, Demirel remarked that this 
project was realized by Iran and Turkmenistan within 
the ECO framework. 


TURKEY 29 


Demurel explained that the heads of state of Afghanistan, 
Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan also attended 
the ECO summit in Ashgabat. Demirel noted that 
the Izmir agreement, which outlines the foundation 
of ECO, was reshaped during the Ashgabal summit, 
adding that on the verge of the 21st century, it was 
found appropriate that ECO assume dynamic funcucas 
in terms of personnel and economic Cooperation st alegy 
in line with contemporary demands. Demure! said that 
transportation, communications, energy, and trade were 
earmarked as the main priorities of the organization. 


[Begin Demirel recording] The Ashgabat declaration, 
which was adopted at the end of the summit, asks for the 
speedy implementation of many ECO projects in variou⸗ 
fields. The declaration envisions the establishment of 
Central Asian highway and railway links to the sea, 
including Turkish ports; accords priority to the Turkmen 
natural gas pipeline, which will extend to Europe via 
Turkey; and proposes to explore ways of gradually 
lifting the trade obstacles within ECO. It was also 
decided to hold the next summit meeting in Kazakhstan 
in 1998. [end recording} 


The president stated that a new secretary general, who 
will assume the administration of the organization, was 


appointed during the summut. He announced that this 
task will be assigned to Onder Ovar, currently Turkish 
ambassador to Rabat. Demirel also recounted that he 
held sincere and friendly talks with the presidents of 
all the member countries. He concluded by saying that 
he is proud of the activities undertaken by Turkish 
businessmen in Turkmenistan and he was extremely 
pleased to observe these up close. 


Foreign Minister Emre Gonensay also returned to 
Turkey together with Demure. 
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[Report by Lale Sarubrahimoglu: “Syria Acts With 
Antagonism Against Turkey”} 


([FBIS Translated Text) Ankara—Minister of National 
Defense Oltan Sungurlu has accused Iran and Syria 
of hostile attitudes toward Turkey and urged them to 
“fear God.” Meanwhile, he cited the close relations 
between Egypt and Isracl and said that he is unable 
to understand why Cairo has reacted to the military 
cooperation agreement Turkey has signed with Israel. 


Accusing Egypt of trying to find an excuse to blame 
Turkey. Sungurlu noted Greece's attitude and said that 





report may contain copynghted maternal Copying and dieseminabon 
18 prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 














4. 1 do not want to lump Iran and Syria in the same 
category. Nor do | want to say that Iran acts inimically 
toward Turkey. However, we must be consider this: Iran 
fought against Irag for eight years. We have to fear God. 
We could have destroyed that country if we wanted 

do so. That would have been very casy. 
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when they needed our 
claims right up to the Kardak {Irmua) Islets in the Aegean 
Sea. Turkey had nothing else to give. However, Greece 
has clamored since 1827. It has claimed thai “it will be 


9. The Kardak crisis has brought to light the fact that 
Greece, which has joined the EU and the WEU., intends 
to create a de facto situation on the Kardak islets soon. 
The way to quickly resolve the probiem is to allow 
Turkey to join the EU. Greece will not act like this if 
knows it will be unable to use the EU against Turkey. 
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